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FOREWORD

Conc bl bl Do fpeet In New Yorio 1s designed for use in schools
during BLLCHtCHHlU[ observances, and for many years to come. [t provides
a reminder that we are not only celebrating the declarvation of independent
status, but also commemorating the establishment of working governmental
systems in cach of the states and in che nation. |

Nineteen hundred and seventy-seven is the two hundredth anniversary
of the framing of the first Constitution in New York State. The documents
included in this publication provide schools with the basic sources for
observing how our present State system has evolved from the colonial experi-
ence and the precedents established by the first State Constitution.

Robert NCIdCIbcrgcr ‘social studies teacher, the Milne School, Albany,
and Katherine ‘B. Johnson, formerly cducation coordinator for the New York
Stute Bicentennial Commission, have identified the pertinent documents and
prepared suggestions for classroom use. The project was under the direction
of the Bicentennial Committee of the General Education and Curricular

Services branch of the Department, chaired by Donald H. Bragaw chief, .

Burcau of Sociul Studics.Education, and li¢lene C. Loew, associate, Bureau

cofForeign’ Langudge Education. ]anct M. Gilbert, associate, Bureau of
General Education Curriculum Devclopment, was in general charge of the
project and prepared the manuscript for printing.

VIVIENNE ANDERSON
Assistant Cormissioner for
General Education and Curricular Services
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STUDY GUIDE FOR CONSTITUTIONS IN EFFECT IN NEW YORK

TO THE TEACHER

Tre branadtion Brltish provinee to an
ne bty questions to solve
Vs Tnhn Jay in paszuuéaP

of elghteen-

T prieer v Ly P
L lor, G rarel

In Topic 8, Local and State Government and Civie Responsibility of the Social Studies syllabus for -
Grade 7, there are \uve~;T understandings related to the State Constitution. These fulfill the require-
ments of the legislative mandate that “the Regents shall prescribe courses of instruction in the hlstury,
meaning, significance and effect of the provision of...the Constitution of the State of New York and the
amendment: theveto." At this particular time in history, they offer an opportunity for students to

develop ones appreciation of the bmportunce of a constitution in providing for a government under law.

A problem which the teacher faces in confronting a myriad of primary source material such as this
is how to incorporate it into the classroom experience without it becoming more content to cover.
Students forced to deal with the details of the colonial description of government, plus the two
Constitutions contained within this publication, as well as the many-paged State Constitutions and
amendments now in foree for which the citation is given will develop little appreciation of the document's
significance.  Under no circumstances should it be regarded as a workbook, simply to be reproduced in its
entirety and placed in the srudents' hiands, Teacher discretion is needed to sclect those portions most
usctul for the students. ‘ : i

The questions proposed in the study guide are intended as guidelines for the teacher in determining
~how.this source material can be used to help students reach the understandings in the syllabus. For
example, questions which suggest comparisons between the various State Constitutions are directly related
“to the understanding which Jeals with constitutional change reflecting the changing needs of the people.

Individual students or small groups could be assigned to research points raised in a specific ques-
tion. The Constitution in effect in 1876 and the present Constitution could be analyzed to identify
thuse elements not necessary to include in a constitution, that is, not limiting or distributing power )
or defining the mechanics vf the governmental operation. The Constitution of 1777 could be compared to o
the coloniul yovernment deseribed in Governor Tryon's report, as a means of learning how much of the
governmental process is Jdictated by previous experience and tradition.

Although it had been planned to reproduce the Constitution of 1777 in handwriting in its entirety
in order to lend a note of authenticity, reproduction proved to be so poor that most pages were illegible.
Accordingly, only a few handwritten pages have been selected,and a4 printed version has been included.

$

I

N ;,A. S 5 S LA
AMIARAMAGANASASALALALALALALAL IALIASIALIA LA
ERIC | | “ -

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



——

BACKGROUND OF THE NEW YORK STATE CONSTITUTION OF 1777

Although 1976 is the nation's bicentennial, 1977 is the bicentennial
of the New York State Constitution. Drafted and instituted in a revolu-
tionary era, the MNew York State Constitution of 1777 bridges the gap between
the dying and emerging political orders. It is a milestone in the efforts
of Americans to reconcile freedom and control.

[n 1777, the same year that the New York State Constitution was drafted,
 the Articles of Confederation were adopted by the Continental Congress.
Dur1nJ the protracted process of ratifying them which lasted until 1789,
various states established new governments based on newly drafted const1tu-
tions. The New York State Copstituticn of 1777 and most other constitutions
were s1m11ar in cseveral respects. '

As in other state constitutions, the theoretical premise of the New
York Constitution was the concept of a social contract. Throughout the
document the people are identified as the source of authority which
legitimizes the actions of the Convention. Another similar significant
characteristic was the separation of powers 2mong the executive, legislative,
and judicial branches of government. To insure the judiciary's independence,
judges of the supreme court (statewide level) and first judges of each county
court were to be appointed until age sixty (pending good behavior). In New . |
York as in all states, property qualifications for voting and office holding
restricted control of the government to the wealthier upper classes.
Electors for Governor and the Senate were required to be freeholders pos-
sessed of freeholds of the value of 100 pounds, while electors for the
Assembly were required to own freeholds of 20 pounds or pay rents of 40
shillings a year. Since then, the deletion of property qualifications has
broaden€d the franchise. 1In most states the governor was chosen for a one-
year term by the legislature; in New York, those electors qualified to vote
for the upper house of the state 1eg1s1ature elected the governor to a three-
year term

ConLa1ned within the New York State Constitution were guarantees of
several basic liberties; e.g., jury trial, which had been threatened by pre-
Revolutionary laws. Continuity with the past was insured through the-reten-
.tion of substantial parts of English common law and statutes as well as
acts of the legislature of the Colony of New York. Reminiscent of the
English King-in-Council, The Appointment Council was both a vestige of the
past and an innovative device.

With the advent of the U.S. Constitution in 1789, some functions of
the New York State government, as outlined in the New York Constitution
became responsibilities of the federal government (e.g., nationalization of
immigrants) or lessened in significance (e.g., the governor as military
leader). Protect10n of individual rights were incorporated in the Federa1

BT oF Rights, butyere eI ped iathe St b\ pstRiue on A L1 A LIACIA LY

The similarities between the United States Constitution drafted in 1787
and the Mew York State Constitution of 1777 are striking. The ineffective-
ness of government under the Articles of Confederation suggested the inap-
propriateness of that model. Experiences gained with the more successful
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mode] typified by Hew York suggested their application at.the pational
level.

The Federal Constitution and the model of government fina11y instituted
in 1789 were products of lessons learned from the experiments in government

the New York Constitution,

that included the Article of Confederation,
and similar state constitutions.

NN ﬁkf\
l/ / ‘

f.
CThe House in”Which the First Constitution Was

Framed™ - Harper's Weekly,
August 1§, 18770
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QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE NEW YORK CONSTITUTION OF 1777

Questions 1-7 relate to the first two pages of the New York State
Constitution of 1777. See material beginning on page 17.

1. What reasons were given for setting up, temporary governments?
Why did the Constitution writers feel that a more permanent
government was necessary? ’

2. "The primary function of government is protection.” With this
statement in mind, what arguments advanced by the Continental
Congress supported the establishment of local governments in which
"all the powers of government (would be) executed under the
authority of the people of the colonies"?

3. What action did the Continental Congress recommend to colonial
assembiies and conventions? Why? ' b

4. What basic recommendations was the New York Convention making to
"the electors in the several counties in this colony"? What
procedures are indicated?

5. In the interim between the decline of British authority and the
emergence of the duly constituted American systems of governments,
what was the nature of the quasi-government and the communication
network that developed in the colonies? How were these interim
organizations similar to or different from comparable bodies in
other national revolutions? . N

6. Why is the Declaration of Independence. included within this
-document?

7. What is the political philosophy underlying the action taken by
members of the New York Convention, representatives of the
Continental Congress, and members of other colonial bodies of
similar persuasion? (What are the historical origins of this
bocy of political theory?) How does their reasoning reflect the
“social contract" theory?

8. In whose name does the Convention of 1777 claim to act? In<other
words,-where did ultimate political sovereignty rest? How did
this contrast with the British model? See page 15.




Determinations

Questions 1-28 relate to Paragraphs 1-42 of -the New York State
Constitution of 1777.

T

1.

According to members of the Convention, what was or is the source
of all authority in New York? (5.1) :

How was the legislature of the State of New York to be

constituted? (:.2) - oo

What checks were instituted? To guard against the possibility of
the legislature hastily passing laws inconsistent with the public
good, how would these mechanisms work? What contemporary procedures
serve these purposes? (§.3)

How was representation in the Assembly to be apportioned? (5. 4) o
How was this representation to be modified, to reflect changes
in population after 17777 (§.5) :

To what extent has the .substance and the intent of the Convention's .
determinations concerning representation in the New York State *
Assembly changed since 17772

What "fair experiment" was proposed in voting procedures in the
State? How was this voting to be conducted? (5.6)

What were the qualifications for voting? (5.7) What was required
of each elector before voting? (&.8)

In what ways does Paragraph 9 suggest the s10n1f1cance of continuity
of democratic government in New York State?

How did the size of the Senate compare with that of the Assembly?
(§.10) How did voting qualifications for the election of ‘State
Senators di//er from those for the election of State Assemblymen?
(8. 7, 10) What might have been the rationale behind the division
of. the Senate into two classes with staggered elections? (§.11)
How was representation in the State Senate to be apportioned? How
wasthis apportionment to be modified in future years? (5.12) [See
paragraph 15 for the remainder of the design.] Since then, to what

extent has the substance and the intent of this design been altered?
How were additional counties and districts to be formed? (5.12)
What socioeconomic interests were prominently reflected in the
composition of the State Senate? Why?

What is the essence of paragraph 137 What is this cbncept usually
called? What is the relevance of this concept today?

What means were specified to'facilitate cooperation between the
two houses of the legislature? (3.14, 15)

10
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12. What was the projected maximum growth to the membership of the
Assembly and Senate? How was appointment to be handled when the
maximum memberships were reached? (¢.16) :

13. How was tne supreme executive authority of the State to be
constituted? What were the reqgulations regarding election of the
Governor? (s5.17) What were the Governor's powers and duties?
(5.17, 19) How dc these responsibilities compare with those
presently associated with the office of Governor? What were the
specified responsibilities of the Lieutenant Governor? What are
they today?

14. What subsequent national events negated the prominent military
role (paragraph 20) accorded the Governor of New York?

15. If the Governor were to be absent as a result of death, impeach-
ment, or leading a military force outside the State, what procedures
were to be followed? (..20) Which of the eventualities would be
least likely today? Why?

16. What were the procedures for appointing a State Treasurer? (5.22)
What government official serves in this capacity today?

17. How were officers whose appointment procedures were not specified
in the Constitution to be appointed? (:.23) Why were appointments
to be so made? How does this procedure compare to more recent
ones? :

18. What other stipulations are made regarding appointments to several
specific offices? (:. 24, 25, 26, 27) What might have been the
rationale behind each requirement? What preoccupation or appre-
hension of the framers of the Constitution is reflected in the
limitations placed on various office holders? What might have been
the historical origins of these fears? What is the connection
between conmissioning, licensing, and similar practices and civic

., duty and responsibility? )

20. On what grounds could officers of the State be removed? What were
the procedures? 1In addition to removal from office, could punish-
"ment befall an officer so removed? Explain. (5.28)

21. What protection was a]Towed a person brought to trial as a result
of impeachment or indictment? (5.29) Why?

22. Although New York was in a state of rebellion against the British
Crown, how did the Constitutional Convention of 1777 insure
continuity in matters of law? Why? To what was the Convention
referring by the terms "common law" and "statute law"? - Do these
terms have meaning today? What does "abrogate" mean? What parts
of the common law and statutes of the body of colonial law were
to be abrogated? What seems to have been the framers' attitude
toward an established religion? Why? (§.35)

(Coed
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23. What additional steps were taken to insure the continuity of
social order? (:.30)

24. MWhose consent was required for future land deals with the
Indians? Why? (:.37)

25. To what extent was religious freedom granted? Hﬁdt activated the
Convention with regard to this matter? (:.38) What restrictions
vere placed on clergymen? Why? (5.39) T

26. How was the defense function of the State to be carried out? (5 .40)
Since 1777, how has this function been modified?

27. MWhat right related to trials was affirmed by this Convention?
I[n which cases was this right to apply? What does the document
say regarding acts of attainder? What is an "act of attainder"?
What is meant by a "corruption of blood"? To institute any new
courts, what was required? (:.41)

28. VYhy does the Constitution of 1777 refer to the naturalization’
powers? (5.42) How did subsequent developments affect this
function of the State?

-

QUESTIONS CONCERNING REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE VS. NEED FOR CONTINUITY

» Why might it have been difficult for members of the Constitutional
Convention to strike a balance between the pressures for revolu-
tionary change and continuity?

« In what ways did the framers of this Constitution attempt to insure
a large measure of continuity w1th the previous social and legal
order? Why?

¢ In what ways does the New York State Constitution of 1777 reflect a
departure from the older established order of that era? In what
ways was the Constitution revolutionary? What justified its
revolutionary aspects? '

. How is the conflict betWéen the pressure for change and the need
for continuity manifest in our social order today? What is the
impact of this conflict on individual civic responsibility?

QUESTIONS CONCERNING EVOLUTION OF DEMOCRATIC STATE GOVERNMENT

In comparihg the New York State Constitution of 1777 with those in effect
in 1876 and in the present day,* what observations can be made regerding
the following and other matters?

o« Voting qualifications
» Complexity of State government

*Printed in the Legisiative Manual, a copy of which is available
from the principal's office or the school library.

7
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« State functions of increasing importance
o State functions of decreasing importance
o lwpact of technology

o Impact of demographic changes

« Civic responsibility

o Citizen participation

o leed for law focused education

o Individual liberties

SEE ALSO: Referendum 1977: Will the L. .or a Change? page 65.
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COLONTAL GOVERNMENT OF NEW YORK

OF NEW YORK, 1774, (excerpts) '
Quastion MNo. 6.

What e the Constitution of the Govarnment?

Ansuar,

b, we Grants of this Province and other Territories to the
Lakes 50 ork in 100374 and 1674 the powers of Government were
1

sestend lnohiim, and were accordingly exercised by his Governors
unt il nooascended the throne when his PFights as Proprietor merged
inohis Crown, and the Province ceased to be a charter Government

feom tnat time it haz been a PRoyal Government, and in its

Cunstitution nearly resoables that of Great Britain and the other

Foyal fGevernrents in America.  The Governor is appointed by the

i I Poyal Will and pleasure by Letters Pattent under

of Sreat 3ritain with very ample Powers. He has

in Imitaticn of His Majesty's Privy Council- This Board
sonsists of Twelve Members who are also appointed by .

e nodiving WiLL 4 Pleasures; any three of whom make a Quorum.-

e Provinte onjoys a Legislative Body, which consists of the

Swterrtopoas the ding's Pepresentativey the Council in the place of

~do, and the Representatives of the People, who

SRT o wland s OF these the City of New York sends

Doure- ALL the orvher Counties (except the New Counties of Charlotte

L iencenter o vel not represented) send Two.- The Borough of

drstehestor, the Township of Schenectady and the three Manors

S Fensselaerwyek, Livingston and Cortlandt each send one; in the

whole termin a Body of Thirty one PRepresentatives,

The Soveruar Ly hin dommission is authorized to convene .them
with ties alvice of the Council, and adjourn, proropue or dissolve
Lhee Deneral Anuembly as he shall judge necessary,

Fhia aiedy s ot power to make any Laws repugnant to the Laws
and eates or Sraat Breitain., A1l Laws proposed to be made by
tals Provinoial Lepislature, pans thro' each of the Houses of
Conneiy oand Anmambly, as Bills do thro' the House of Commons and
oo o0 Do e din Boedand, and the Governor has a Nepative voice
foothe making and passing of all such Laws.  Lvery Law so pagsed
] e ortpeansmiteed to Hin Majesty under the Great Seal of
the Trovinee, within throe months, or seoner after the making
Phere toant o Iap i cate by the nest conveyance, in order to be

i

pproee o thaalTowed by i Majestyy And it Hio Majenty shall
A w any cush Law el the same da o siendified to the Governor
darcler the boyan Sle Manaal oar by Order of his Malesty'as Privy

Sove bty e theneetorrh sueh baw becomes qtterly void.- A law
U Peoedinee b P ted the charation of the Aanombly to aeven

Peo Dv@mgiignniugqyﬁd gpgfgﬂyLotbhw Rqﬁ. W 0tCallaphan,

B 2 R - R e
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. e v Dngprand o oconsideysed oas the Tundamental
L tree i ! Zoctrine that all the
DAA soodn can be fitly ap-
el el e i enucted before the
Frooinoe i rh2 Colony, but that
Sratute e v, unluss by being
voosresbally o nticns of the British
. Pl e,
Preev s Do Coars b Dhiaoey bnowhich the Governor
. RERRS Pearoaitg s Cluanoelior anl the Practice of the
e Choaneery dn Engiandt oo pe o aa clouely au possible,
Th Yo, Thla Dot conn Hanter of the Rolls newly
reegteele el Manror - T L .= A Register.- An
Daeaniteer, el o Serdoant gt A
Cothee Courts of Common Lo ~+f is called the Supremeo
ourt o= e ndzen which Mave al. tne powers of the King's
poenehyy cJommen FPleas and Dxchequer in Eneland.  This Court sits

frooe sesopeg theee montis at the City of Y¥ew York, and the practice

therein Toomedeliaed upon that of the Ying's Bench at Westmialster.-
ot othe fadews have the powers of the Court of Exchequer they
Rewey necesnd oapon the Equity side. The Court has no Officers
Latone Dierk el i not orpanised nor supplied with any officers
Pttt lepartment @b the Bxchequer, which in Enpland has the care
ot rewernpe:s, The Jwilpes o7 the Supreme Court hold their offices
Pacioe e slne o WiTE oand Pleasure and are Judges of Nisi prius

: e Dy oaet S Anseanbly, L Annually pertorm oa Circult through
Piee Loean e - The beedisions of this Court in General are final
ol et Uatue caamesds £300, Sterltine, in which case the
b Tect ey Lo el ioved from fts errern onln by oan application to
e Sovvernor and Conne by and where the Value eseenda £500 sterling
2 oanpeedd P Prom the Jdadpment of the Iatter to His Majesty in

Lyoan Acroob the lopislature of the Provines suits are prd—
fulee b o L Lrowaeht in the, Supreme Jourt where the Value
crnpnc e e noot emeeedd B2 Curronay,
T Thorkta Of 0o af tthe Suprome Conurt han always been held
oo A e b rhat el the Serpnarary o the Provinee,
Thepo Te adso fn o each County an inrericr Court orf Common Pleasg,
W e e entoanee of all ey ¥ on o real, pergonal & mixed,
S e matter dn cbarand i above £ o walue .- The practice
Cotheete oty T g misture botween the Rl 's Bench and Common
Ploam as e tai it o Thele Breor o correctoed in the {irat Tn-
Soatese Ly W toBrror Lrought fnt o the Supreme Courts aml the
RS PUoele o iees daeine pleaeires The Clevk s af these
et b ok thede ot Tees Tgpdne o Leomaree and are appuointed
St T emrn o, et e Olerk o Alhany whe Tnoappointed
N T T T RN .
el e et thee Dar Do ot e e by Aot o
A Coenpe e bt by bl et the amount of S Surreney
N et e e o D cener e U oe wbieees the Tiele of Loadn
oo e i et o and Act s b Shaeler) bat the parties
proc T e b et o ey r e Menge T wreny s done to
Vi ety Pl perean fntbaracr w0 Ceptboprard trom the
Core o eyt the e e T vy i beguat e,
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v fpeiadinuinn am reaspondent to
i i e Dot e i in the City
Gt B Honch does ot ster.-  The
Sl ther Clpuir have a Commds of Oyer and
Yeranin Coal Dellwveryy and thero are Courts of Sessions
N af rhe veaney the powaers of which and thelr
coov- e cnreessan b with the Like Courts in Eneland.- The
b Clirr i rthe Sosnlons, Lo invarlably connectod with
H U R TR Corhe Deropioe ConpenTn Dy Flaogn I the
B TR T L AR S,
o thee D al Lesislature che Justices of the Peace
SR ceroqceiio gy cllorl 0 T et to yome offencos

R R S A N ST T PYER B ©oalothe Quorum) and 1

Livrs Nave o t ©Jury to proce.

ooand oty i I B R in cevtuin coaaeny
o nand b ther oy .

Sree Dty Attorney Gepneral of the Province
Tooaimilas o : filcer in England, and the Master
Cother Urwns Jtrd et Be dnoapedinted by the Crown during Pleasure,

ancd s Madeiry Las one Selicitor Oeneral nor Council in the
: Attorney JGeneral upon any occasion.
Courts in the Province., The Court of
dsoafter the Course of the Civil Law in

aurtoan appeal lies to a Superior Court of
stanlinad in North America by Statute; befo:

vooondy lay v che HY b Court of Admi

Jhe Brernpativa Lo sneerns Lt s e in the Trobate
oyl and in omatter: sting ta the Simt D orration of the
Dreratos ot Inteataten Gepranting Do of Marriage.  The
sovernor D opronerly Ui Sl of thin Cooarr buat it han been usu.

IOIEY Voot o In oeeenor o oyoa Delegate.

)

roveince oot sosent divided into Yourteen Counties,vi:
The Tivy ot Zounty 70 York- The County of Albany- Richmond
Coin i be comnreleemd s the wiole of Staten Taiand) Kings, OQueens €
sureaile twniah nelade i whole of Nasaan or Long Ioland) West-

1
ol
\

ety st b sy S ey dranpe, Cumboertand, Gloucester, Charlotte

Al ey o s U aache o cneme Counties o YhoriUF and ong or more
CAvean T qrer gy fnne ther Bovernor o who o their ol iees Jdar Tape
Sl ey -

Ao e M rie e b By i e Sovernor for L
T A T sl oan e 0 T Chile andd apy
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THE FIRST CONSTITUTION OF NEW YORK, 1777

In Convention of the Representatives of the State of New York
Kingston, 20tk April, 1777,

Wrenras, The many tyrannieal and oppressive usurpations of
the King and Parliument of Great Britain, on the rights und
Yiherties of the people of the Amerienn colonies, had veduced them
to the neeessity of introducing n government by congresses and
committees, as tempornry expedients, and 4o exist a0 longer than
the grievances of the people should remain without redress,

ANp Wiakneas, The congress of the colony of New York did, on

the thirty-first day of May, now last past, resolve as follows, viz.:

““Whercas the present government of this colony, by congress
and committees, was instituted while the former government, under
the Crown of Great Brituin, existed in full foree; and was estab-
lished for the sole purpose of opposing the usurpation of the
British Parliument, and was intended to expire on a reconcilintion
with Great Britain, which it was then apprehended would soon
take place, but is now considered as remote and wneertain.

“And wherees meny and great inconvenienees attend the suid
mede of government by congress and committees, as, of neeessity,
in many instances, legislative, judicial, und executive powers huve,
been vested' therein, cspecinlly sinee the dissolution of the former
government by the abdication of the late governor, and the exelu-
sion of this colony from the protection of the King of Great
Britain. <

““And wherens the Continental Congress did resolve as fol-
loweth, to wit:

"This Constitution was adopted April 20, 1777, by the Fourth Noew York
Provineial Congross, & convontion of delugntes vosted with authority to
establish a stato govornwont, 1t wus not submitted to the puoplu for rati.
flention, but took efect imunodintely upon ita adoption by tho Cangross, It
continued in force until December 31, 1822, whon it wns supoersoded by the
Conntltution framod by the Convention of 1821, An annlysis of tho Consti.
tutiou of 1777 is 10 be found in Lincoln 1:589-505, Tho section headings
appoaring in tho above toxt in brackets aro not iu the oriplnal but have
beon dorived wainly from Lincoln,

(11
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*Wherens his Britanenie majesty, i eonjunetion with the lords
andd commons of Grent Ueitein, bas, by o e et of Parliament,
excluded the inhabitants of these nuited colovies trom the protie-
tion of hi evown. And wherens, wo auswers whatever fo the hume
blo petition of the ealonies for redvess of wrievanecs und veeon-
eiliation with Great Britain has been, or i Tikely to be, given, bt
the whobe foree of that ngdom, aided by forcien merenaties, is
Lo be exerted for the desteuction of the goud people of these ¢l
ons, - And whereas 1t appears absolutely frreconeilable to teson
anrd oo conseienee for the peapl of these colonies now ty tike
Uke caths and aemations necessary for the support of any goven-
ment under the erowi of Great Diritain, and it is neeessary that
the exereise of every wind o authority under the said erown should
be otally suppressed, and all the powers of overnment exerted
il th gahority of the prople of the eolonics, for the proserea
o of itermal peaey virte, wnd good eder, ng well ag for the
defenseof our lives, libertios, and properties, amaingt the hostile
ingasions and evel depredations of one enemios:

" hevefore, \

" esolved, That 18 be recommended to the respeetive ussem
blies aral convertions of the united eolondes, whore no government
sullietent to the exigencies of their afairs has boen hitherto estal-
lished, Ly acdopt sk government ay shell, i the opinion of the
teprescitatives of the people, best conduce o the happiness and
snltty of their constituents i pavtieular, and Amerien in genera),

" Al whereny doubty have avisen, whetber this congvess are
tvvestid with suffeient power and authority lo deliberate and
determine ou o importand o subjeed as (he meessiy of ereeting
anel constituting & e formof government aud Snternd polie,
to the exclusion of all fureien Jurisdietion, dominion, und eont ol
whatewer, - Amd wheveas it appertaing of right solely to the people
of Uhis eoiony to determie the snid doubts: Thercfors,

“Resolved, That it be rocommended to the electors in the sove
vl counties i this eolony, by cloction 1 the wner and form
preseribi for the eleetion of the preseut congress, either to author-
ize {in addition to the powers vested i ths congress) thuil: ples-
enb deputies, or others,iu the stead of the presont, deputics o
oither of them, Lo take into consideration the neoessity wnd proe
priety of fustituting snch new government ng i and by said rew-
ution of the continental coneress i3 deseribed mud recommended,
And i the majority of the counties, by thelr doputies in provine

0} Tue Fssr Covsrrerioy or New Yorx, 1771 3

e T

Preamble

—

cinl congtesy, shall be of opinion that sueh new government ouieht
to-be institoted and established, then o nstiute and establis)
such & governmant s they shll deem st edlewhted to seelr
the mights, lberties, and happies of the good people of this-eol
ony; and to continue in Joree wntil & future peace with Great
Brituin shall render the same Wnneecssary: And,

"lesolved, Thot, the soid elctions in the sovera ot g ought
to be had on such day, and ot g place or phuees, 1 by the
committee of coch connty tespoctively shall be dotermined, Ang
119 vecommended to the-sid commities fo fi such aly duys
for the suid elections gy tht o)) the Qeputies to be eleeted have
suficient tine Lo ropair to the city of New Yorl by the seeong
Mondny in July next: on whic) day all the sid députios ought
putitually to give their attendanee, ‘

“And whereas the objeel of the foregoing vesolutions iy of the
ulmost importaneg to the good peaple of this colony,

" Besolved, That it be, and it iy hereby eomestly recommended
to-the comumitlees, frecholders, and other cloctons in the difforen
scunties in this eolony, diligently to earry the same into eyony.
tion," .

A0 Wanexs, The good people of the said colony, in pussanee
of the said vesoution, and eposing speial trust qud confdeiee
in the members of (his convehton, bave: appointed, anthorized,
and empoweted them for the purposts, and in the mamner, gng
Wil the powers in and by the said wsolvy spocified, dedaved, and
mentioned,

AND Wusneas, The deletes of the United Amerionn Stales,
In-general congress eamvened, did, on the el day of July now

hab past, solennly publish and declare, i the wouds folowing
Vi

The Declaration of Independence, 1776

When, in the course of human evenls, it beconks necesgury for
onepeaple to Wsolve the' poliieal bands whieh haye conngetad
them with another, . to ussume, mang the powery of the exlh,
the separale and oqual station to which the Jaws of nuture and
of welure’s God entitle them, n degont respoct to the opinions of

o ———————

*Tho Daclnration of Tndapoudoncy was adoptad by tho Conthnental Con-
gresy o July 4 1770, On July 0, it woy ratifled by tho Fourth Naw York
Provineinl Congross, whleh wady tho Dueluration utt of (o l;ruumblu o
i R et coustitation framed by 1t and adoptod Apil o,

[
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ol et ey ane edowe Ly thedy (lgar, with ofttain
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it af e, That 1o &(‘l‘\ll":lll"Sl‘ HahtS, goverpmtts are
it atong men, deriving e’ U gt front he consent
of e el that whonever 52 Ton of ot bogomes
iy vetive of s enils, it is the H;ﬂll al the h“,plv o ojter ot
ol 0 i by imstitle oy Bovem iy, l;,ying s foumida.
o sy prinedpls, i org Bing ity vy iy gueh form
v to ey shll seem most [ikely 40 efhog Quelr gy ety antl happi
s Pradinen, e, will dieta e thay Bygergents Jong st
Lo ol b chunged for fight gl Lrihgient gty
sty all experienee hath sho, that kil are More s
posel 1 slfer, wehibe evils e sufZiuabl, U o gl henselvey
by abilishing the Losms (o whieh t]lvy e foeStyped, UL whon
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it ahjeet evinees a desien o rthies g g absolty dg-
s, 1 s thede vglht, it s e ULy, 10 (o off syeh govem:
et and b provide e paedy S Ui pyitey geengity. St
Bis e e patient sufferanee of these Colypies, el gueh iy now
the metessity which eonstraing hef 0w albey (0t former systums
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necrssary for the publie oo,

e has forbidden his vorernon b Yuss byus of finmedintg and
pressine importanee, uiless suspeglecd dn Qi pesation Ll hig
wssint shouldd be oblained; and Wzt $0 snﬂpcndw]’ e us upterly
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o s sl tepresentitive honses repeatedly, for oppsine
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e s v oy o i, er e sl s, to ey
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Stites; '
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For mposing thxes g us without our consent;

For depriving us, iy many euses, of the henefits of {piy; by jurys

A" manl! \
For transporting s hoyond seas 1o be (vied foy pretended of.

fenses:

For ﬂ}{O“Hhing the-froe system of Hnglish s iy nelehbor.
ing provinee ostablishing therein an nrbitrary gm'ernmpnf and
ehlaging 15 boutiluvies 0 a9 o mncer 1t af onee gy exmnpl,e g
A istrnent for Snteaducing the sme absolnte Ml into (hese
coloniey; N ‘

Bor taking away gyy chartess, abolishing our oy Vahwhle

luss, anl ellering fundumentally the forms of ont governments
r,

2T
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For suspeniding one ovm. Dogislatures, and declaring thomselves
tsested with power 1o legislate for ny in ol casey whatsoever,

{1 has abdieated government here, by declaring v out of his
protertion, and waging war azainst us,

o hag plundeved ur seas, rvaged our coasts, hurnt our tegrns
and drstroged the lives of our peopla,

Heis ot thiy time toansporting large armics of foreign mer.
senarios o complele the works of death, desolation, w1 tyramny,
alveady bumun with cireamstanees of eruelty and porf 1y seanedly

parulleled in the most barbarous nges, and totally urvarthy the

head of o efvilized nation,

e s constrained our fellow-eitizens, taken enptive on the high
stas, 10 hewr arms against their country, to begome the exeeutioners
of their friends and hrothven, or to fall themselves by their hands,

e hag exeilo] domestie insnrroctions amungst s, and hag en-
deavored to bring on the inbabitants of our frontiers, the merciles
Indin savages, whose knmwn rule of warfaro iy an undistinguished
estruction of all uges, sexes, and conditions,

[ every stuge of these oppressions we have petitioned for re-
dress D the most bunsble terms; our repeated petitions have been
answered only by repeated injury. A prince whose charaeter s
thes marked by every act which may define o tyrant, is wfit to
be the suler of & free people,

Nov have s beott wanting in attontions to onr British hretheen,
We hae warned them, {rom time to time, of attempty by ther
hegistature to extend an wiwarrantable jurisdietion over ws, We
hove veminded them of the cireumstanees of onr emigration and
settloment here, We have appealed to their native justioe and
magnaninnity, and we have eonjured them by the tios of our com-
man kindred bo diseves these usuryations, whieh would fnevitably
intereupt our conueetions and eorvespondence,  They, oo, have
boen deaf to the voice of justes and of eonsunguinily, We must,
therelors, aequitsee in the necessity which denouners our separa:
tion, and bold them, a5 we held the sest of mankind, cnemies in
war, i peace friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of
Aeriea, in General Congress assembled, appesling to the Supreme
Jude of the woeld for the veetitude of onr intentions, do, in the
niame, and by nuthority of the good people of these Colonics, sol-
enly publish and deelare, That, these Uniled Colonies nre, and of

o

|
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right ought o be, free nd independent Sfales: thay they 4r qb.
tolved rom ol allogianen to the British erown, and that all ot

" oal eounexion between them and the State of Great Britain, i: +ng

ought to be totally dissolved; and that, as frog and fudepr
Stutes, they have full pawer 1o lovy war, conelude pesee, ey v
nllionees, establish commerce, and {9 dy gl other aels and ¢ -
which independent Slates may of right do. And for the gy -~
of {his decluration, with a firm relianee gn the proteelion of Diy.

Lrovidence, we mutunlly plidge to eaeh other our lives, onr fur:

tunes, and our sacred hongur,

GEORGIA,
ooy Gwrvwer,
Lysay TTaLs,
Qeo, Watnoy,

SOUTIL CAROLINA,
Enwanp Rurtrpar,
Tos. Tleywano, junr,
Tnouas Lyxcu, juor,
Anriun Mipoteroy,

VIRGINTA,

Qeonae Wymite,
Tivttarn Hewny Laz,
1, Jeyrensoy,
Benaan, Harntsow,
108, Ne1soy, Jn.
FRancly Liontroor Ler,
Cakrae Braxroy,

DELAVARE,
Carsan Rooyer,
GEo, Dean,

Tuo, M'Kraw,

NEW JERSEY,
Tieun, Srockrow,
DN, Winenseooy,
Puas, Horknson,
Joity 1aue,

Asma, Cuang,

NEW HAMPSIIIRE,

JostAlt Barpiere,
Wy, Wiwpr,
Marritew Tionynoy,

RUONE 18LAND AND
PROVIDENCE, &(,
Svem, Horking,

. Wity Fuewy,

Jouy Havcon,

CONNECTIOUT,
Roorn Stterycay,
Sz, Hunemvarow,
Wi, Witays,
Oiven Wovcorr,

NORTII CAROLLYS,

W, Toorkn,
Josern rwgs,

Jon Deyy,

MARYLAND,
Saxuzy Citae,
Wi, Pacs,
Tiios, Srowe,
Curansey Canbort of Chrrollion,

PENNSYLVANIA,
Rour, Monnis,
Denoanty Rusm,
Denoa, Frangny,
Joy Mowrow,

(eo, Cuynen,
Jas, sy,
{i0, Thyron,
Javrs Wisow,
(1z0. Ross,

NEW TORE.

Wy, Frov,
Piiit, Livixoston,
Fran's Lawis,
Lewis Monmss,

MANSACITUSETTS DAY,
Suv, Avsys,

Jury Apays, . 2 g
Root, Thear Pamwe,

Esamae Qinny,
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A Wieas, i e ' g durdiaration
st g e e ot l]:!l\ o
Sl st sty w oy ang ssined by
S Contimental Co g o] volonips e
ol independint s otes ane o sive; and that,
white e Jament el e whe s redored that
v o we b e will g the sl
b e and fortnes, Join < el iy s

porting it,

By civtoe ol which wvera! e e e,

wentioneland eontaimed in the e alvey op el
tiong of the geaeral congresy o b <At ean States, and
of the ongrisses o conventions Ll power whatever
therei hath pevertl 10 the pe ‘o this eouvention
hth, by their suiframes and fr t o uppointed, and,
aning other things, authoriad S g establish uch
a government a9 they shall deer e oqlaeod to soenre the
rights and Bhetties of the gnod e+ 1 iate, most eon-
ductse of the happiness and safe- S situenty i par-

tieutar, and of Amerien in geners

L [Peaple the wly soree of - Thig convention,
therefnre. in the name and by the ithe ¢ the good peaple
of this stale, Domn Ounaty, Dings ve | eerake, That no
anthority shell, on any prelense . o exereised over the
peodle o wembers of this state, bl be derived from
and granted by them, '

I [Legistative power vested in wmte 2 assembly, ] —This
convention doth further, in the nemene. b g suthority of the
ol peaple of this state, Omoary, Do sy, 4 Devrnr, That
the supreme legilative power witkin ¢ ghall e vosted i
1wt sepueate and disinet Do of e fhe e 10 be ealled the
sembly of the state of New Yorks the- the 0 he called the sor
ale of the state of New Yor; who, toe v shall form the lopis.
fatute, el et onee, ut Lenst, in every v for the despatel of
isingss,

[TL [Comeil of Revision.]—Awp Werrse s 1ws ineonsis -nt
with the spiet of {bis Constittion, or w0 <blie good, ay
b hatily and wnndvisably passed: Be TP 1, That the .
e, for the time being, the chaneeler ami e Juds of e

- supreme caurt, or any Lwo of them, Lot -5k the governot,

D T P 0 o oy 0 s L. i

sl [V

sl by el By o it s e vise 5 il
bt to b ] e by the e g
parpse shall assmble < <lves, T pg - ey Wi e
arslatue shall o oo 5 or which, nevr e, ey shy'
ol veeelve any sabary or vonsilemgtion e e predene o
evet. At bl el B passetd e sossate am] sene
iy st Defore they 1, s, Y preseatted teho said en
ot theie vevisal an] o« eration; ad 3, ey s i
and consideralion, i g Apper e e gié el
O i vty of them, e the said Dil she’3 o g
Lhis state, that they vetyn o sume, Jogether b thelr ot
theretw it weiting, 1o e v ale or house of BTN, i s
et e s shall b or inated, who siall -wep (l to ol
sed st by the ounel, ot gt in their wine: s, and v 1o
reonsider the said Bill. Bt if, ufter suel reatisiderse o, v
thirds o] the said senate or songe of assembly seall) ot s
g the said objeetions, sgree Lo pass the s i shall, el hoy
with the ohjections, be sent to the other b of the Tegi ature,
het 1 shall also be veconsidered, wnd, 3 e e by twe i
of the members present, shall be o Jay,

And i oder (o prevent any umcesars defays,

Be: I Fukrnm Onwgise, That if any bl ot Ve s
by the counel within ten days aftor it shel byve been preseite,
Ue same il b Law, unluss the letislatzee shall, by thie gl
Jonrmmend, vender u vetun of the said B2 within g days in.
practicable, in which case the bill shall be vepurneg o the firg
ay of the mecting of the legisature, wfter the expimation o he
suld ten days,

IV, [Assembly, how constituted, }~That the assembly shall eon.
sish of at loagt woventy members, 1o be aunually chysy iy (he
severa] connties, in the praportions following, viz.

For the eity and county of New York,...... .
The eity and eounty of Albavy........
The county of Dalehesg tn—
The county of Westehester........on —
The county of Ulster,
The county of Suftolk,.... .o
The county of Queens
The county of Orange

+ The county of Kings...o.oooo

S 1T
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Vo [Comsus; veappor, zom < assembly, )}~ That s S0
e expizaion of geven g supent Lo the termin.m{m o L
cresll war, ms may be, Lo of the electors and dekabitants
::1 this state shall b e e the diroction of the lemishat
ALt on such eenss, - shall sppear that the nambes of .
o elalives i assembly £om U aid coumtios i ot Justly pre
ol to the wumber § ebeents in the s countieg egpne
iy, thet. the egishitne: o wijnst end apportion e same by
:l':;:t‘ruhe. Aud further, 12t azee in wvery seven years, after the
tking of the saie st eesns, & F1st neeount of the ectors osie
dent i each eounty shall be taen; and if it shall thereupon
appenr thal the nunber of cleetors in any county shall have in
el of diminished one or more seventieth parts of the whole
mmber of leclors, which, on the said first censng, shal) be Sound
1 this stale, the number of representatives £+ sueh county sha be
inezersed or diminished arordingly that i to way, one represents
ative for every suventiclh -t as aforesnid.

VL eriment i < ctions by ballot ]~z Winnness, An
opiuion & 225 dong prevec | among duvens of te g0l pauple of
wbiy slate b voling ot votions by hallot would tend more to
preserve ety and vl frodom of the people shan voting
Liva voce. 0 the end, therfove, that  fair experiment be made,
witel o s two metiods o votine is to be preforred

i T o, That s soon s may e, ufter the termination
ol e prient war betec the United Stales of Amerieg and
ligead Breesin, an et or oty b passed by the leishature of (g
statey for causing all eloctions thereatter to be eld in this state
for senators and representatives n assezbly, to be by ballot, and
dereeting the mauner i whieh the same shall be condusted

A% Wuenms, It g possble that, efter all the care of the
 zishture.dn framing the said aet or azzs, cetain incompeniences
an mischiels, unoreseen at this day, mey be found to attend the
saitl mode of electing by ballat:

[~ 1y Furmiten Onoscyen, That 2 fzer & full and Zar txpers
ment siall be mode of vating ay bt uloresnid, the saime shull be

I e
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—
fond fiss o 1y safety o inlerest <" e stage (i 1o
mehod of verine o o8, 3t shall be lawdn. wre eongtite- o
for the egislatur 5 3 the same: Provides Twa thins +f tho
menlrg presons oo 2008, respetively, siall conenr oo
And further, thi e ho continmance of e prosent v, and
UntE the loeislarzre 17 ¢ s state shall provide for <he deerian of
Senators and ropresentat g i nssembly, by bellot, the suid looe
tion shall be mads v -oce

VL (Qualifieations o vaters, [ ~That every mals inhabitan of
full mge, who shall o personally resided within one of the
countics of this gtate for siv montly mmediately proseding the
day of dleetion, shall, at such election, be enitled 1 vote for 1ep-
resentatives of the said wanty in assembly; if Quring the time
uloiusaid, he shall save by {vechlder, possessing & freehold of
the value of tvent= pounds, within tle said counly, or Dave rented
0 tenement therein of the yearly value of forly shillings, and bees
rated and netualls 12 raves 19 thig state: Provided uloays, That
ey pesea who s+ Freoman of the tity of Albany, or who
Was mase o freen g; tity of New York, on or Jefore fhe
fowteenth day of Oetoier. i the year f our Lord one thonsand
seven bundred and srventeivg, and ghal be actually and wsually
tesident in the suir eities respectively, shall be entitled 1o vote for
represtntatives in assemb's within his soid place of residence,

VIIL [Votexs' gt} ofdlleginnee, ]—Tha every elector, hefore
he is odmitted o ve:r, shall f required by the returming offeer
Or either of the inspectors, e g oath, or if of the neoplo called
Quekers, an effimation, of allegianco to tho et

15 [Powers o assomhl, )Tt the assebly thos eonsttuted
shall choose theiy own speaer, bo judges of their gwy members,
and enjoy the same prisilegrs, and proveed in doing husiness, in
Hke manzer g the assemblics of the colony of New York of right
formerly didy and thay ¢ majority of the snid members shall, {rom
time to time, constitute-a house 1o proceed upen business

X [Senate, how constituted. }4nZ this eonvention doth fur-
ther, in the namg gnd by the zuthoriy of the good peaple of this
satt, Onowsy, Derzmaest, 4o Diazs, That fhe senate of tho
state of New York shel] consist of beaty-for {resholders, to be
chosen out of the bodyof the frecholdoms, g 4t they be chosen
by the frecholders of this stue posessed ¢! ebolds of the value
of 0% hundred pounds, over and hove 12229 charged theroon,
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et e dyeded ot S g™ digyriets: e s -
distrss e d iyl oMy of New Yoo, §yf
MWoster e Kings, e ] R ™oy winties; o0
disteies o empehad e O Dutchesg, Uidter,
Oum e westen Bige o, thy iy 0 oty of Albany,

Tryp -omte s asd e st g eqting o Charotse

Pl ettt Sygtogg shall be clete e
il o e Ao, liged s afme in ¢
e Snllowite, oot et n Qs iy e
midll el s the L ‘!H?rz"l, six; and in th- mger:
st theee, Ao B e L Y, 'T?'fll A s L ke
o oy Py D e e it o of soved yeats From g
et af e present vy, e the digection ol the legs-
sz ke om stk eonsig, jt shy Aear that i nenber o
seatemsi e JUstly poportioged o g soeorl digt 7, tha (he
A e oo, a8 ey tay be, 10 Ml
o reetobles, qualifiod s aforegat], 3 gh digtriet, ! when
b of deetars within any 7 6 gaid disteet 0! Bave
- eseascd one Senty-foneth parg o g ol ool oty

by e st sl e b vt

oLt o shall be oy B ot o o die el

i majonity of the nambe o =t <y e chae o - fope.
o, shalt be meeessary 1o eonit g ¥ g0 gufieient T el
o iness; and that e sevate shol by e mann gl
comily, be the judes of ity own Moy Ayo Be Ir oo v
cttttshall e dn the power of < Ty st 655 rae,
- the eonvenience and advantze of th goud e g
e e same o steh fuether 0 08w w4 g s
i shall to them appear neeessar-,

e T e roxsstrenoy g N Yo, 1797 1
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XL {lhes of ez |- And iy emention ity b,
e mame ond B fhe gl ol st ] people o this ytade,

RN, D, wsp Bt Tha no wember o s <t

<] istranetsisnd, o el of Ay ey o priveg
Uted 1 e el i gl s Constitttion, s hy

ol ke slenent of big peets,

NV e o Joummment, )= That neither the assembly
e semt B! e power 19 foun themselves for oy
b time 18+ o s, Witz mutual eonsent ol Do,

NV U e 4 g houses; exeentive sessions, |~Thy
Wetiever (e sssemdly vl sengte isagree, & onferenee shyl] o
e in g pros-nee of beih, and be managed by committers, fo o
5 them regpeively chosen by ballot, That the dons, hoth of 1l
athalg and assembly, shal) at all time o Kept opet to all persony,
L when the welfare ar the syate g require their debutes o
e kept et Al the Jourmals of 4] thoiy proveedings shall b
KDL the masmer hetetolore aeenstaned by the general assem]p
of the eulony o New York il eseept sueh parts as they ghall
28 Wloresaid, esptivly determine not 1 make pullie, be, from
25 to duy, i the busines of the legistature will permit, publighed,

VL (Limtation of sumber of members,}—It is, neventheles,
pIOvided, that fhe number of sougtong shall mever exeeed one oy
dred, o sho membery of assembly three hundved hu thal, when.
T the wanher of sevators shall amount 0 ang hundred, or of
the el 1o three bdrel, then, -l by syl isey the iy
fothree shall, from troe s e, Ty Duws for that purpuse
avtion <nd distribnte the sai ong et senators und thyee
e v osentativeg o the great disteiets and countios of
1S sl rsottion (o the Number of thelr rspeetive tlectons,
80 2240 he smppestation of (e fro] people of this stale, bah iy
thesomate s use snbly, sall opevey e proportionate ang
ud"f{llult‘.

NVIL overnor; quilifinioy ¢ o —And (s conven.
-0 doth .?‘:’I'thur, i the name g vy fhe 2 hority of the 100]
el of =35 steze, Onoary, Dimpgs, s Becuare, That the
STtme execntive wower and uthorit £ rate shall be vesled
I & govermer; oot statedly on in wery three years, ynd
15 08t g = om0 gverment shy’; eoume vacant, 4 wise g
aastreet frepseddereaf 1% state ghall Le 2 ullot, eleeted govermor,
by the et Mers of s state, qual il ne before duseribed, to

35
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elect senntoss, wiieh cleetions shall be alwayy held at the times
aiul places of chuosing representative i ussembly for each re.
spective county s end that the person who hath the greatest number
of votes within the suid state shall be goveruor thereof,

XVILL {{overnor'y peneral powers,|—That the goremor shal
continae i ofiee Urge years, and shall, by virtus of hig offe, be
gencral oad commander in chiof of all the iliti, and admia! of
e navy, OF this stese; that he shall hive power to convene the
assembly and sensto on extenordinary oceasions; to prorogue them
{rom time 0 Lime, provided such prorgation shall not eveeed sisty
dags in.the 8pace of gny one year; und, of his d'wgretion, lo grunt
reprieves 1 pavdong to pevsons convieted of erimeg. other than
treason or Teeder, in whieh he may suspend the cxepution of the
pentence untd it shall be reported to the egislatare, gt their subs
sequent meizig, and they shall either pardon o direct the exceu-
tion of the ezimin, or grant o further reprieve,

XIX. ((evornor's: duties.]—That it shall be the duty of the
governor t0 iomm ths gislature, at every scssion, of the eondition
of the stale, =0 far -5 may respeet his department; to recommend
such matiers 2 the'- considerntion g shall appear to hir to eon-
ern its good gover-ment, wel are, mud prosperily : to carrespond
with the Continer:. Congress, and ofher statos; to transaet ol
necessary business with the offeers of government, eivil gnd mili
tary to bake care tzat tho laws are nithdully exeented, to the best
of his abiity; and - expedite all such meastres ay may be resolved
upon by tie lugislatere,

XX {Sieutenent governor; qualifieation and term | —That o
licutenant 2"vernor shall, ab every clection of & governor, and s
often os t2e lieutereat governor shall die, resign, or be removed
from offee, be eleetsd in the same manner with the governor, 1o
eontinue i offee ursil the next election of a governor; and such
livutenant governor shall, by virtue of his office, be president of the

- senate, a0 upon en equal division, having  casting vote in their

decisions, but not voto on any other oecasion,

And in es8e of the impeachment of the governar, or his removal
from office, denth, rosignation, or absence from the state, the Jng-
tenant governor shal] exercise ol the power and authorily apper-
taining to the offee of governor, uatil another be chosen, o the
governor absent or impeached shall retum, or be aequitied, P
yided, That where the govewnor shall, with the consent of tho
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legilature, bo out of the state, in time of war, ot the hewd of
military fores thereof, be shall still eontnue i b comman of all
the wilitary foree of thiy state, both by sta and land,

XKL (When president of seunte to aeb a5 overnor, |That
whenever the government shall be adminisiered by the lientenant
governor, or he shall be unable to atfend g president of the senate,
the seuatars sholl have power to clect ane of theip own members to
the offee of president of {ho senate, which he shall exercige 1o lae
vigg, And if, during such vacaney of the offe of governor, the
lieutenant governor shall be impeached, displaeed resiyn, i, o

be absent from the state, th president of the senate shall iy Like |

mantr a5 the lientenant governor, administer the government until
others shall be elested by thy suffrage of the people, at the gye-
cetding election,

XXIL [Stato tressurer.)~And this convention dot further,
i the nawe and by the authoriy of tho good people of this state
Oroaty, Devskatine, ann Dcuar, That tho tressuver of thig state

shall be appointed by act of the legislaturs, to originate with the
assembly.

- Provided, That he shall not be ceeted ont of either branch of

the legislature,

XX [Offcers, how appointed,) ~ That all offieers gther
than those who, by this Constitution, are dirested to be otherwise
sppointed, shall b appointed in the manner following, to wit:
Tho assembly shall, onge in every year, openly nominate gug -
point one of the senators from eael preat district, which senafors
shall form & couneil for the appointment of the said offcers, of
which the governor for the time being, or the lientenant governor,
or the president of the senate (when they’ shall respeetively -
minister the government), shall by president, and have g (asting
voiee, but uo other vote, and, with the advise and consent of the
said counci, shell appaint oll of the wid oflcers; and {hat 5
mejonity of the snid couneil be quorum; AND Forriien, The said

. semntory shall not be cligible to the said comnel for o years suc-

cessively,

XXV, [Offieers’ commissions; terms of judicla) offeers,] —
That ol military ofiers be appointe] during pleasure that ol
commissioned offecrs, ¢ivil and military, be commissigneq, by the
govemor; and that the chanecllr, the juees of the supreme court,
and first udge of fhe counly eourt i every eounly, hld {heir

37
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oflies during gond bebevior, e udid they shall have respectively
attaine]. the e of sity yeass,

NSV [When Judee not to Db other offee|-<That the chan-
relior unl Judges of the supseme conrt shall not, at the sume time,
hold g other offes, exeepting that of delogate to the genera Con.
utess, Wpon spieeial oeensions; and that the first judges of the county
eontel in the several eonnties shall not, at the same time, hold any
otfer office, exeepting that of senator, or delegate to the genera)
Comgress, - Bt 1F the ehaneellor or either of the wid judaes be
tleetut] or appointed to any other offiee, exeepting s i before ox-
eepted, 1t shall b of s option in whieh to serve,

XXV {Sheriffs und eoroners.|~at sherifls and eoronery be
anelly appointed; and that o person shall be eapable of holding
withee of Uhe snid offees more than four years sueesssively: nor the
herifl of holding any, other offiee ut the sume time,

XNVIL - {Bogisters, clerks, marshals, attorneys]—Awp By In
Vet Onoaisen, Thut the register and elerks In ehaneery be
appuinted by the chanellor; the clerks of the supreme comt, by
U Judges of the yuid eourt; the elek of the the euurt of probates,
by the judge of the sid court; and the vegister and marshal of

the conrt of admiralty, by the judge of the admiralty, The said .
murshal, registens, and clerky o continge i offee during the plea.

sttre af those by whom they are to he uppointed ng aforegaid,

A allattomnays, solieitors, and counsellory ut Lo, hereafter
to-be appainted, be appointed by the coned, and Tieensed by the
first Judge of the court in which they shall respectively pleag or
practise; and b vegulated by the rules und orders of the gaid
Couns,

XXVILL [ Dueation of offce.|—Aso B Tr Fuwensn Osoatyeo,
That whete, by this Constitution, the duration of any offee shall
not be nseertuined, sueh offee shall be construed to b held during
the pluasure of the Couneil of Appointment: Provided, That new
commissions shall be issued to judges of the county courlg (other

 thanto the first judge), and to justices of the peaes, once at tho
lenst in every three years,

XXX {Cortain town and county offeers.)~The town clorks,
supervisars, assessors, constables, and colleetors, and all ther of-
fires, beretofore cligible by the peaple, shall slway eontinue to
be 50 cligible, in the manner diteeled by the present or future aels
of lgisltu,
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Phiat Yoan offeers, oty treasirers, iy t’l“l'k,; of (10 gypeTigs,
contane 1o be wppointed i the mamer % by st or
uture aets of the levislature,

A&, {Congrossional deoguts oy %, |- fhg (Pl s
o epreseut this state n the genera] Comgt™ ¢ the United Sges
of Americy be ammwally eppointed, pg fgtfmw\ 0 wib* The Senate
tnd assembly sholl cach apenly nominaty gf Yy PEMong 88 gigll
be equal o the whole number of delegatgg * o appinged; after
which nomination they shall met togethen /! {s08e Ptsgns Damed
in both lists shall be delepates; and oug /" those Pltygns Whoge
names are no on both lsts, one half gy oo by £he joing
bl ofthe snaorsend members of st} 0t g
tforesaid,

XXXL [Enacting else; writ in gy St people | That ghe
style of all aws shall be us follows, g Wit ‘[),3 it ¢ted by e
neeple of the stte of New York, roptag | 1 geMagg anq g5,
sembly,” and that all wrils and other proy” iugs dioll yn i g
name of the peape of the sate of New Y45 4,4 b toyed it e
nane of the chanellor, o ohiof judge op 4" g Sy v
they shall issne,

XXXIL[Court of impeachments; oyt & orturs AN
tonvention doth further, in the name ang i/ lhg authorgsy of the
good pesple of this state, ki, DETHRM,HE\ AND TG, That
& court shall be instituted for the trig] of imbogchmcnts and e
corveetion of evtors, under the egultiong “high sholl pe stgh.
lished by the legislature, and to congst i thn Presidgg of the
st for he time being, and the senatory ““yellory tnd odes
of the sapreme cout, o the major part o tﬂe’h; et thot When
an imjeachment shall be proseeuted aga;ﬁ5t e cflheellor, o
eithe of the fudges o the supteme court (1 Dyt 0 ypachog
shall be suspended {rom excreising by g il 138 aeguital,
md in ke manner, when an appeal from 2ot in ity Shall
be heard, the chuncellqrglmll inform the comt of 1he pgsong of
bis dene, bt sl ot heve  voie i tet Ang if
the enuse fo be determned shal be broygly by it O g, g

¥

& Question of luw, on @ Judument in the snp{“'m 0ty the J0dges

nee

" of the court, shall assign the rewsons of gl hpif u0menty byt

shall ot have  vole for ity uliomanee g ¢ by,
XXXUL [Tmpeachnent by asse}nbly.]\.’fh‘lt e pOgy of iy

 Peaching all offcers of the sluly, for ma) u” Yyod Copduct iy
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e respetive offees, L vested i U epetsntties o the poopl
I assembly; hut that it shall aleths b MteesSry thay ity third
paets of the members present sha | connt, 9 ynee In Siel
impeachiment, That, previous to 2 tind of Plagy inetelmeit,
the: members of the mid conrt 1) wypteeively pe syom, truly
and iapartially to tey and deterrthie fhe o i question, he-
oonding to evidenee; and that no iznent of thy guid cont shal]
be valid nnless it shall be assenie b0 by tuo thied partt of the
members then prosent; nor shall it tend fypghey than to temoval
from ulien and disqualifeaton to 2§ o0 oy Ry pla of honor,
trust, or proft, wnder this state. Tt the gty s eonyiete] shall
be, neventhless, lible and subjoes b indittyent, piel, judgment,
wnl pumishent, aeerling 1 e hevy of e )

NXXIVC [Aeonsnd may have esanel, ANy 1o by Pugritin
Ovirsen, Thet iy every trin] on ihpeieh oy, op indigtment for
et o mislemennor, thy patly ilnI‘l‘!lc}lOd 0% judicted Shall be
allowred counel, ag in elvil petionst

XXXV [Common by oonting O ~A0 (hiy gonveption doth
fiether, in the name aad by the rihotty of thy gon plople of
this s, Omoaty, Dernty, 50 Drory, Thyy s s of
the conmon o of England, and of e sty Joy of Pnglind aud
Great Britain, and of the aety of o lgishgre of the colony of
New York, a8 toethor did fom |y of the Wy eolyn on the
10t day of Apeil, in the yeur of war Lon) ony ghougar seven
handred el seventy.five, shall ber pd 00tinb0 fhe Jw of this
s, subct 1o el alerations ane{provisiogg ps te legislature of
this state shall, from time to tin, b tonepig ghe syt, That
sueh of the sid ety a3 ane LoapOh Ty shn) omyg oy gt i
it for their duration espetiv O, Tl gl gy ot of the
suid common I, and all sueh of thh sul Stagutey and pets afore.
Suid, o parea thoreof, ag may be ot estljigh oy maiptain
any pactieler dewomination of (4Metins gy thye mipistry, or
toneetn the allepiance deretofore yiile] th, . he gpromacy,
Soereiy, goverinent or procgrisy hiped o Brereiied by,
thic King of Great Writain and hid prelectioor et tho ealony
of New York and ity inhabitants, o 1420 g (o this Consti
thon, e and they horeby are, abriptel ong relugged, An thi
comvention dotl further Ouoary, ‘Tt e hosltg ot pstlygiony
of the eungnsscs of the calmny of dv Yotk anq of the convers
tiow of the state of New York, now n fort, AQ ot pepguent

M T Fieey Covsmrrros or Nrw York, 17T 1

Soction XEXVIN )

D e e TR

to the #0VeRMENE sty hishe by this Constitution, shall be won.
siderad 2 Making e of (he Jows of Lhis stalc; subject, nosertle
s, to e altemating provisions s the legiskiture of (hiy
stute g, Trong thme v, tine, make eaneoriing Lhe sume,

SSNVL (ol s g chavtors.]~A¥0 By Tn Fowren
e, That all s of fand within hig state, o by the
Rig of {ireat Britain, g yessons aeting e s anthorily, ylier
the fonrteenth day o Cctabrr, ome thousand seven hundred gnd
sevent 80, shall b gt and void; but that nothine i (his Cop.
sttution eotained shalf e eangtrued 1o afteel any granty of |
within the state, wade -l wuthority of the s King or s
preeeesOrs, oy o gy any eharters to bodies polite, by him or
e, o 085 F toem, gy g day, And hat noge of the
s chartes sl e vl 1o e v by reasnh of any nomyser
o WSS O A of i yegpetivg tights or privilegos. Yefuween
e eI e of el o he o of our Td g thonsand
seven hundred gnd Seventyfive, und the publiealion of {liy Consti
ttion, A8 Feweang, ot all wel of the offieers, deseribod in (o
st eharters tespeetivedy, as, by the fermsof the said thartens, wore
o b appoted By e worermo of fhe colony of New York, with or
without Lhe alviee g ggpgent of the rounell of the saiq Kin in
the said eelony, hall et be appointed by the connei] o5
tablshed by this Congtivtion for the aymointment of offiens in
his stae, Wit othov it by the it

XSXVIL {Purehag of Tudinn s Timited. ] =y Wittnrs,
s of greal imporlinigg 1 the thy of this stute that pence g
omity sith the o it the same Do ot 4l times supporied
and waintained s Ay Watenes, The Trands 1o often practioed
towardy the S Indiang i contraets made for (i Ty, have,
i divory instanees, oy toduetive of cangerons diseontonty gnd
animesities; D Iy Oy, That o InSes OF contyotg for
e sl of s s, o 1t gy of Cetober fn fhe yor
of ot L one thowsn) seson Ll and seventy-dve, or whil
may herealler be mady it op of the snid Tndinns, within 1}
Vimile of 1 state, shal] o binding on the said Tndins, oy doame
validy smless e wndey Anfhority and with the consent of )0
logishature of ths state

XXXVHE [Religony ohation,}Ayn Wiikrtss, We aro e
quired, by the benevoliy eineiples of tiona] 1herty, ot only fo
eupel abvil g, by ko 1o puard pyainst thet spiritual 0
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Lt e baimaon whateer, shall, at any

e e e e deerintion abaterr, e
e et od sl g il ey oo o pl
WLy

LT v Waarmns, 1 of the atunst importanee
Wt (e e g shahd adwaes e i g votetion
of i e o vy man who s e prolee.

el ety b peeared amd willing o defond 3 his o

""l"l erelore, 1 the st ot by e anthority of the o
e 0 st it ORI, Dereeise, asn Danae, That
v il s sttt all e hevealter, oy well e
anar, vl be el ad dseiplined, ol i veadines for
e Tt ool e inliabitants of this state (heing of
e vl il Qiess s, S senples of consedimee, may by
:wvwﬂ‘nih'h”:“"lﬂ<nnh n'Hwn%HmltVHmdlﬂ'Hl s
e, st oyt G ate sl s of money, in Yiow of theie
porsl sersiee, s e same g, i the judement of the lise
B, eworl A that & proper maazine of warlike stores
roportinne] o the pumber of inhabitants, be forever hereator, at
s of i stae, und by el of the leivittre, established,
nv.nilrt.‘;iml, atd eontiied, i every ety in 1 stite,

MWL Tral Y ey poesersd - il this eonvention dlnth
frtlooy H'um ESE, O Dk, i the wame, nd by
e ity ud e o peaple af 2 state, that il by jury,
ol ey el 1t eretofore bren nsed i e rolony of
New York, shnll b established, i vemain iviolate forever, And
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oty

it o s of aadndor shall b passed by the Joisleture of this
stite, Tor erimes ther S s conmmitied befuse e teeuingtion
o the presnt s and ot sl et shll not worlk 2 et ption
of lood X0 Frwmiee, That the Jeridhatnre o this state sall
af ot lereader, nstioute iy yewe eourd v pourts, bt sueh o
shall proceed werorcding to the conrse of th commen Taw,

XLAL [Nataralization - Aml this convention doth further, iy

the vame and by the authority of the wood peophs of 1his statr,

Coary, Dieesranst, axn Dretagr, That it shall bt the disere-

tion of the Lezistatare to matwlize all o porsons, and iy sueh
manner, as they shall think propees Provided, o)l suelt of the pu-
s s fo-be by the naturaiaed, as, being homn i pants hevanl
s, and ot of the United States of Awerien, shatl come 1o sl
i, nd o subijeets o, s state, shall ke a vath of ¢! lossianee
tothis state, and abjwee and yenonee o) allesianes aud sithjoetion
to all and every foveign ing, priner, ptentate, and state, ol
matters, eeelesiastionl s well s eivil, By ordor;
L awn Gassexton, Pres, pm, b,
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THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

Adopted November 3, 1846.
AS AMENDED* AND IN FORCE JANUARY 1, 1876

ARTICLE .

SECTION 1. No pcrsbn to be disfranchised.
SEC. 2. Trial by Jury.

SEC. 3. Religious liberty.
SEC. 4. Writ of habeas coqpus.
SEC. 5. Bail, fines.

SEC. 6. Grand Jury.

SEC. 7. Private property—>Private roads.

SEC. 8. Freedom of spcech and of the press.
SEC. 9. Two-third bills,

SEC. 10. Right of petition — Divorces — Lotteries.
SEC. I1. Right of property in lands — Escheats.
SEC. 12. Feudal tenures abolished.

SEC. 13, Altodial tenure.

SEC. 14, Certain lecases invalid.

SEC. I5, -Fines and quarter sales abolished.

SEC. 16. Sale of lands.

SEC. 17. Old colony laws and acts of the legislature — Common law
~— Commissioners to be appointed — their duties.
SEC. 18. Grants of land since 1775 ~ DPrior grants.

ARTICLE TT.

SECTION 1. Qualification of voters.

SEC. 2. Persons excluded from right of suffrage — Challenge —
Laws to be passed excluding from right of sutfrage.

SEC. 3. Certain cmployments not to affect residence of voters.

SEC, 4. Laws to be pussed.

SEG. 5. LElection to be by ballot.

ARTICLE TT1.

SECTION 1. Legislative powers.

SEG. 4. Senate, number of — Assembly, number of.

SEC. 3. State divided into thirty-two senatorial districts —
boundaries thercof ~ Board of supervisors of the city of
New York to divide the county into four senate districts —
Certificate, cte., to be filed.

sEC 4. Census to be taken in 1855, .and every ten yecars — Senate
districts, how altered.

SEC, 500 Members of Assembly, number of, and how apportioned and
chosen — Boards of supervisors in certain counties and
hoard of aldermen in New York city to divide the same
into Assembly districts — Description of Assembly districts
ta be filed — Contents of Assembly districts — Legislature

*oAnendment s oare discussed in Plick, Alexander, listory of New York State,
Val, 7 (1367-1476) .

o8
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SEC.
SEC.
SEC.
SEC.
SEC.
SEC.

SEC.

SEC.
SEC.
SEC.
SEC,
SEC.

SEC.

SEC.
SEC.
SEC.
SEC.
SEC.
SEC,

SLEC.

SECTION 1.

SEC.
SEC.
SEC.
SEC.
SEC.
SEC.

SEC,
SEC.

._HH c
N~ o X NT

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

19.

(%]

)

1o ro et
o

1 39)
w

5]

2
O .

9.

to re-apportion members of Assembly — Each county entitled
to one member — Ilamilton county — Counties and towns may
be divided and new ones erected. -
Pay of members.

No member to receive an appointment.

Persons disqualified from being members.

Time of election fixed.

Powers of cach house.

Journals to be kept.

No member to be questioned, etc.

Bills may originate in either house.

Enacting clause of bills.

Assent of a majority of all the members required, etc.
Restriction as to private and local bills.

Existing law not to be made a part of an act except by
inserting it therein.

Private and local bills, in what cases they may not be
pussed — Gencral laws to be passed — Street railroads,
condition upon which they may be authorized.

The legislature not to audit or allow any private claim.
Bill imposing a tax, manner of passing.

Same subject.

Board of supervisors.

Local legislative nowers conferred on boards of supervisors.
N0 extra compensation to be granted to a public officer,
servant, agent or contractor.

Scections seventeen and eighteen not to apply to certain bills.

ARTICLE IV,

Executive power, how vested.

Requisite qualifications of Governor.

Time and manner of electing Governor and Lieutenant-Governor.
Duties and power of Governor — His compensation.

Pardoning power vested in the Governor.

Powers of Governor to devolve on Licutenant-Governor.
Requisite qualifications of Lieutenant-Governor — To be
president of the Senate, and to act as Governor in certain
cases.

Compensation of Licutenant-Governor. .

Bills to be presented to the Governor for signature — If
returned by him with objections, how disposed of — Bills to
be returned within ten days — After adjournment; bills must
be approved in thirty days, eclse cannot become law — Governor
may object to items of appropriation in any bill.

ARTICLE V.

SECTION 1. State officers, how elected and terms of office.

SEC.
SEC.
SEC,
SEC.

ERIC
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State Engincer and Surveyor, how chosen and term of office.
Canal Commissioners, how chosen and terms of office.

[nspectors of State Prisons, how elected and terms of office.
Commissioner. of the Land Office — Commissioners of the Canal
Fund — Canal Board.
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SEC, 6. Powers and duties of Bourds, crte.

SEC. 7. Treasurer may be suspended by Governor.

SEC. 8. Certain oftfices abolished.

ARTICLE V1.

SECTION 1. Impeuchment — Assembly has power of — [Lffect of judgment.

SEC. 20 Court of Appeals — Judges how chosen — Appointment of clerk.

SEC. 3. Vacancies in office of judge of Court of Appeals; how filled.

SEC. . Causes pending in Court of Appeals to be referred to
Commissioners of Appeals.

SEU. 50 Cemmissioners of Appeils — Vicancies how filled — Chief
Commissioner to be appointed. ‘

SEC. 6. Supreme Court — Jurisdiction — Justices — Judicial Districts,
number of justices in: wy be altered without increasing
number, .

SEC. 7. Terms of Supreme Gour: .

SEC. 80 Judy - cor Justice may not s.t in review ot decisions made Hy
him, ote.

SEC. 9. Vace oy ia office of Justi « of Supreme Court, how filled.

SEC. 100 Judy s of Court of Appeals  or Justices of Supreme Court,
to I 1d no other office.

SEC, 1. Remo . 1s — DProceedings in relation to.

SEC 120 City o oarts,

SEC. 13, Justice of Supreme Court or Judges of City Courts, how chosen
— Term of office — Restriction as to age.

SEC. 14, Compensation of Judges or Justices — Not to be diminished
during term of office.

SEC. 15, County Courts.,

SEC. 16, Local  judicial officers.

SEC. 17, Judpe of Court of Appeals, or Justice of Supreme Court,
clection or appointment of — Question to be submitted to
people.

SECL I8, Justices of the Peace.

SEC. 19, Inferior local courts.

SEC. 20, Clerks of Supreme Court and Court of Appeals,

SEC. 21, No judicial officer, except Justice of the Peace, to

‘ receive fees,

SEC. 220 Judgments, ete., may be ordered directly to Court of Appeals

i for review,

SECC 230 Publication of Statutes tu be provided for — To be free to
all,

SEC 2 Jdudges, first election of — When to enter upon duties.

sk 2560 Local judicial officers — Term of office of present incumbents.

SEC 200 Courts of Special Sessions. '

SEC, 270 Sarrogates!' Courts.

SECL 280 Conrt ot Appeals may order causes to he heard by Commission

of Appeals.
ARTICLE V1T,

oo Canal Jdebt - Sinking Fund -~ June 1, 18160, $1,300,000 -~
June b, 1855, S$1,700,000,

4 6
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AL
S
SEC
SEC,
S,
ShL,
SEC.

g,

10,
1.
1.2.
13.

1.

SECTTON

SEC,
SECL
SEC,
SEC.
SEC,
SEG.

4.0

THO

SECG.
REHON

]

[ SR ¥

1o,
N

SEO oy

SECTTON

General Fund Debt = Sinking Fund, $350,000; after certain
pvrind, S1,500,000,

$200,000 of the surplus canal revenues annually appropriated
to General Fund, and the remainder to specific public works —
Certain Jdeticiencies in the revenues not exceeding $2,250,000
annually to be supplied from the revenues of the canals —
Contractors, no extra compensiation to be made to.

Loans to incorporated companies not to be released or
compromised. .

Lo odntuee bl by equitonle ©aaes, increase the revenuces
oY che Cin oo Furddoin ocortiain oooises,

Cortarn  ano- of the State aot 7o be leased or sold —
Fanondi= o 0 for collections ais repairs, limited — lunds

from e oo o sale, how applia
Salt spoin

Appropr .toow hitls,

Starae vrss oot to be loaned.

Power U nycaet debes limited.

Debis Lo oone. invasion, cte., ©ax be contracted.

Limitatior o0 the legislative power in the creation of debts=.
Sinting fuuds to be separately reptoand safely invested.
Ulaas baveed by lapse of time — lLimitation of existing

cliarms.,
ARTICLE VLI,

Corporiations, how created.
Debts of corporations,
”Curpurutions” detined.
Charters for savings .hanks and banking purposes.
Specie payments.,
Registry of bills or notes.
Individual responsibility of stockholders.
Ins<olvency ot banks, preference.
[evislature to provide for the incorporation of cities and
villages, amd to define powers thercot in certain cases.
The credit or money ot the State not to be given or loancd.
countices, cities, towns and villages not to give money or
property or loan their money or credit — Their |)0\q01‘ to
contract debts Timited.

ARTICLE TN
Common School, Literature and United States Deposit Funds.
ARTICLE N

Sheritts, clerks of counties, Register and Clerk of New
Sew York, Coroners and District Attorneys — Governor may
Femove.,

Officers, how chosen or appointed.

tnration of office, '

Fime of election,

47
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SEC. 5. Vacancies in offic®, how filled.
SEC. 6. Political year.

SEC. 7. Removal from offjce.

SEC. 8. When office deemed vacant

SEC. 9. Compensation of c€Ttain officers.

ARTICLE XI.

SECTION 1. Militia.

SEC. 2. Manner of choosing or appointing militia officers.

SEC. 3. Officers to be appQinted by Governor and Senate-Commissary-
General. -

SEC. 4. Election of militid officers.

SEC. 5. Officers, how comnissionec.

SEC. 6. Election of militi®d officers mav be abolished.

ARTICLE XIT.
SECTION 1. Oath of office Prescribad.
ARTICLE XIIT.

SECTION 1. Amendments,
SEC. 2. Future conventions, how called.

ARTICLE XIV.
SECTION 1. Election- Terp Of office of Senators and Membors of

Assembly.
SEC. 2. rirst election of Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, When.

SEC. 3. State officers, and others, to remain in office till Decem-
ber 31, 1847.

SEC. 4. First election of Judicial officers, when.

SEC. 5. Jurisdiction of peding suits.

SEC. 6. Chancellor and SupTeme Court- Masters in Chancery. '

SEC. 7. Vacancy in office Of Chancellor, or Justice of Supreme Court,

how filled.
SEC. 8. Offices abolished.
SEC. 9. Chancellor and Justices of present Supreme Court, eligible.
SEC.10. Officers to hold uNtjl expiration of term.
SEC.11. Judicial officers May receive fees.
SEC.12. Local courts to réMajin, etc.
SEC.13. When, Constitution poes into operation.

ARTICLE XV.

SECTION 1. Bribery and official corruption.

SEC. 2. The same subject,

SEC. 3. Person offering of veceiving bribe may be witness.

SEC. 4. District Attornty May be remgved for failure to proseécute
violations- Expens®s of prosccution, how chargeable.

ARTICLE XVI.

SECTION 1. Amendments, Whe! to take effect.,

rd
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WF THE PEOPLE of the State of New York, grateful to Aimighty God for
our Freedom, in order to sccure its blessings, DO ESTABLISH THIS CON-
STITUTION. :

ARTICLE T.

SECTION 1. No member of this State shall be disfranchised, or deprived
of any of the rights or privileges secured to any citizens
thereof, unless by the law of the land, or the judgment of
his peers.

SEC. 2. The trial by jury in all cases in which it has been hereto-.

fore used, shall remain inviolate forever; but a jury trial

may be waived by the parties in all civil cases in the manner
to be prescribed by law.

The free cxercise and enjoyment of religious profession and

worship, without discrimination or preference, shall forever

be allowed in this State to all mankind; and no person shall
be rendered incompetent to be a witness on account of his
opinions on matters of religious belief; but the liberty of
conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as to ex-
cuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent
with the pecace or safcty of this State.

SEC. 4. The privilege of the writ of “:»cag corrna shall izt be sus-
pended, unless when, in <cuscs of rebellion or imvasion, the
public sufety may. require its suspension,

SEC. 5. Excessive bajil shall not be required nor excessive fines im-
poscd, nor shall cruel and unusual -unishments be inflicted,
nor shall witnesses be unreasonably detained.

SEC. 6. No person shall be held to answer for o capital or otherwise
infamous crime (except in cases of impeachment, and in cases
of militia when in actual service; and the land and naval forces
in time of war, or which this State may keep, with the con-
sent of Congress in time of peace; and in cases of petit
larceny, under the regulation of the Legislature,) unless on
presentment or indictment of a grand jury: and in any trial
in any court whatever the party accused shall be allowed to
appear and defend in porson and with counsel as in civil
actions. No person shall be subject to be twice put in
jeopardy for the samc offense; nor shall he be compelled in
any criminal case to be a witness against himself; nor be
deprived of 1life, libexty or property without due process of *
law: nor shall private property be taken for public use, with-
out just compensation. T

SEC. 7. When private-property shall be taken for any public use, the
compensation to be made therefor, when such compensation is
not made by the Statc, shall be ascertained by a jury or by
not less than three commissioners appointed by a court of rece-
ord, as shall be prescribed by law. Private roads may be
opened in the manner to be prescribed by law: but in every
case the necessity of the road, and the amount of all damage
"5 be sustained by the opening thereof, shall be first deter-
mined by a jury of frceholders, and such amount, togecther
with the expenses of the proceeding, shall be paid by the per-
son to be benefited. '

SEC.

(92)
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tvery citizen mav freely speak, write and publish his senti-
ments on all subjects, being responsiblé for the abuse of that
right: and no law shall be puassed to restrain or abridge the
liberty of speech or of the press. In all criminal proseccu-
tions or iadictments for libels, the truth may be given in
evidence + . the jury; and if it shall appear to the jury, that
the matter charged as libelous is true, and was published with
good motives, and for justifiable ends, the party shall be
acaditted: and the jury shall have the right to determine the
law and the fact.

The assent of two-thirds of the members clected to each branch
of the Legislaturc, shall be required to every bill appropri-
ating the public monevs or property for local or private pur-
poses.

No law shall be passed abridging the right of the people peace-
ably to assemble and to petition the government, or any depart-
mant thereof, nor shall any divorce be granted, otherwise than
by dur judiiul proceedings; nor shall any lottery hereafter

be aut  .ri .. or any salc of lottery tickets allowed within

Lthis, State, )

The people of this State, in their right of sovereignty are
deemed to possess the original and ultimate property in and to
all lands within the jurisdiction of the State; and all lands
the title to which shall fail, from a defect of heirs, shail
revert, or escheat to the people. -

All feudal tenures of cvery description, with all their in-
cidents arc declared to be abolished, saving however all rents
and services certain which at any time heretofore have bcen
lawtully created or reserved. ;
All lands within this State arec declared to be allodial, so .
that, subject onlv to the liability to escheat, the entire

and absolute property is vested in the owners, according to
the hature of their respective estates.

No lease or grant of agricultural land, for a longer period
than twelve vears, hereafter made, in which shall be rescrved
any rent or service of any kind, shall be valid.

All fines, quarter sales, or other like rcstraints upon alien-
ation reserved in any grant of land, hercafter to be madc,
shall be void. ' '

No purchase or contract for the sale of lands in this State
made since the fourteenth day of October, one thousand seven
hundred and-seventv-five: or which mav hercafter be made, of,
or with the Indians, shall be valid, unless made under the
authority, and with the consent of the Legislature.

Such parts of the common law, and of the acts of the Legisla-
tare ot the Colony of New York, as together did form the law
of the said Colony, on the nineteenth day of April, one thou-
sand seven hundred and seventyv-five, and the resolutions of
the Congress of the said Calony, and of the convention of the
State of New York, in force on the twenticth day of April,

onc thousand scven hundred and seventy-seven, which have not
since expired, or been repealed or altered: and such acts of
the Levislature of this State as are now in force, shall be

50
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and continue the law of this State, subject to such alterations
as the Legislature shall make concerning the same.  But all '
such parts of the common luw, and such of the said acts, or
parts thereof, ds are repugnant to this Constitution, are here-
by abrogated; and the Legislature, at its first session after
the adoption of this Constitution, shall appoint three com-
missioners, whose duty it shall be to reduce into a written

and svstematic code the whole body of the law of this State,

or so much and such parts therof as to the said commissioners
shall scem practicable and expedient. .And the said commissioners
shall specify such alterations and amendments therein as they

: . shail deem proper, and they shall at all times make reports

N ot their proceedings to the Legislature, when called upon to
do so; and the Legislature shall pass laws regulating the
tenure of office, the filling of »acancies therein, and the
compensation of the said commissioners, and shall also provide
for the publication of the said code, prior to its being pre-
sented to the Legislature for adoption.

b 18, All grants of land within this State, made by the king of
Gireat Britain, or persons acting under his authority, after
the fourtecenth dav of October, one thousand scven hundred and
seventy-five, shall be null and void; but nothing contained in
this Constitution shall affect any grants of land within this
State, made bv the authority of the said king or his predeces-

¢4 sors, or shall annul any charters to bodies politic and corpo-
rate, by him or them made, before that day; or shall affect
any such grants or charters since made by this State, or by
persons acting under its authority; or shall impair the obli-
gation of anv debts contracted by the State, or individuals,
or bodies corporate, or any other rights of property, or any
suits, actions, rights of action, or other proceedings in
courts ot justice.

ARTICLE IT.

ASECTION L. BEyvery male citizen of the age of. twentv-onc vears who shall
have been a citizen for ten davs and an inhabitant of this
State one vear next precedinmg an clection, and for the last
four months a resident of the county and for the last thirty
davs a resident of the clection district in which he may
offer his vote, shall be entitled to vote at such election
in the election district of which he shall at the time be
a resident, «and not clsewhere, for all officers that now
are or hercafter may be elective by the people, and upon all
questions which may be submitted to the vote of the people,
provided what in time of war no eclector in the actual mili-
tary service of the State, or of the United States, in the
army or navy thercof, shall be deprived of his vote by
reason of his absence from such clection district; and
the Legislature shall have power to provide the manner in
which and the time and place at which such absent eclectors
may vole, and for the return and canvass of their votes in
the election districts in which they respectively reside.

< As amended by ovote of the people, Nov. 3, 1874,
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*S"C. 2. No person who shall receive, expect or offer to receive, or pay,
offer or promise to payv, contribute, offer or promise to con-
tribute to another, to be paid or used, any money or other
vdluable thing as a compensation or reward for the giving or
withholding a vote at an election, or who shall make any prom-
ise to influence the giving or withholding any such vote,

or who shall make or become directly or indirectly interested

in any bet or wager depending upon the result of any election,

shall vote at such election; and upon challenge for such cause,
the person so challenged, before the officers authorized for
that purpose shall receive his vote, shall swear or affirm be-
fore such officers that he has not received or offered, does
not expect to receive, has noc paid, offered or promised to
pay, contributed, offered or promised to contribute to another,

to be paid or used, any money or other valuable thing as a

compensation or reward for the giving or withholding a vote

at such eclection, and has not made any promise to influence

the giving or withholding of any such vote, nor made or become

directly or indirectly interested in any bet or wager depend-

ing upon the result of such election. The Legislature, at the
session thereof necxt after the adoption of this section, shall,
and from time to time thereafter may, enact laws excluding from
the right of suffrage all persons convicted of bribery or of
any infamous crime.

For the purpose of voting, no person shall be deemed to have

gained or lost a residence, by reason of his presence or absence,

while employed in the service of the United States: nor while
engaged in the navigation of the waters of this State, or of

the United States, or of the high seas; nor while a student

of any seminary of learning; nor while kept at any alms-house,

or other asylum, at public expense; nor while confined in any

public prison.

SEC. 4. Laws shall be made for ascertaining by proper proofs the citi-
zens who shall be entitled to the right of suffrage hercby
established,

SEC. 5. All elections by the citizens shall be by ballot, except for
such town officers as may bv law be directed to be otherwise
chosen.

SEC.

(¥2)

ARTICLE TT1T1,

SECTION 1. The legislative power of this Statc shall be vested in a
Senate and Assembly.

SEC. 2. The Senate shall consist of thirty-two members, and the Senators
shall be chosen for two years. The Asscmbly shall consist of
one hundred and twenty-cight members, who shall be annually
elected.

SEC. 3. The State shall be divided into thirtv-two districts, to be
called Senate districts, cach of which shall choosc one Senator.
The districts shall be numbered from onc to thirty-two inclusive.*

District number One (1) shall consist of the countics of
Suffolk, Richmond and Quecens.

District number Two () shall consist of the county of Kings.
“Ror existing Senate districts, see Chapter 805, Laws of 1866.
30
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District number Three (3), number Four (4), number Five (5),
and number Six (6) shall consist of the city and county of
New York. And the board of supervisors of said city and county
shall, on or before the first day-of May, one thousand eight
hundred and forty-seven, dividsz the said city and county into
the number of Secnate districts. to which it is entitled, as
Nnear as may be of an equal numbsr of inhabitants, €xcluding
aliens and persons of color not taxed, and consisting of
convenient and contiguous terrizory; and no Assembly district
shall be divided in the formatisn of a Senate district. The
board of supervisors, when ther shall have completed such divi-
sion, shall cause certificates thereof, stating the number and
boundaries of each district and the population thereof, to be
filed in the office of the Secretary of State, and of the clerk
of said city and county. ‘

District number Seven (7) shall consist of the counties
of WestcheSter, Putnam and Rockland.

District number Eight (8) shall consist of the counties of
Dutchess and Columbia.

District number (9) shall consist of the counties of Orange
and Sullivan.:

District number Ten (10) shall consist of the counties of
Ulster and Greene.

District number Eleven (11) shall consist of the counties
of Albany and Schenectady. :

District nunber Twelve (12) shall consist of the county of
Rensselaer. '

District number Thirtecn (13) shall consist of the counties
of Washington and Saratoga.

District number Fourteen (14) shall consist of the counties
ot Warren, lLssex and Clinton.

District number Fifteen (15) shall consist of the counties of
St. Lawrence and Franklin.

District number Sixteen (16) shall consist of the counties
of llerkimer, Hamilton, Fulton and ¥ontgomery.

District number Seventeen (17) shall consist of the counties
of Schoharie and Delaware.

District number Eightecen (18) shall consist of the counties
of Otsego and Chenango.

District number Nineteen (193 shall consist of the county
of Oncida.

District number Twenty (20) shall consist of the counties of
Madison and QOswepo.

District number Twentv-one (21) shall consist of the counties
ot Joetterson and Lewis.,

District number Twentv-two (22) shall consist of the county
of Onondaga.

District number Twentv-threc (23) shall consist of the
counties of Cortland, Broome and Tioga.

District number Twenty-four (24) shall consist of the
counties of Cayuga and Wayne.

District number Twenty-five (25) shall conclqt of the
countics of Tompkins, Sencca and Yates.
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Listrict number dwenty-six (26) shall consist of the
countics of Stenben and Chemune .

District number Twentv-sceven (27) shall consist of the
Jounty of Monroce,

District number Twentv-cight (28) shall consist of the
countics of Orleans, Genescee and Niavara,

District number Twentyv-nine (29) shall consist of the
countics of Ontario and Livingston. '

District pumber Thirty (30) shuall consist of the counties
of “Allegany and Weoming.

District number Thirtv-one (31) shall consist of the county
of Lric,

District number Thirty-two (32) shall consist of the countiecs
Chautauqua and Cattaraugus.

SLCL 4. An enumeration of the inhabitants of the State shall be taken,
under the direction of the Lepislature, in the year one thou-
sand cight hundred and fifty-five, and «t the end of every
ten years thercatter; and the said districts shall be so alterad
by the Legislature, at the first session after the return
of cvery cnumeration, that ecach Senate district shall contain,
as nearly as may be, an equal number of inhabitants, excluding
aliens,and persons of color not taxed: and shall remain unal-
tered until the return of another enumeration, and shall at all
times consist of contiguous territory; and no county shall be
divided in the formation of a Scnate district, exeept such
countﬁ shall be equitably entitled to two or more senators.

*SEC 50 The Assembly shall consist of one hundred and twenty-cight
members, clected for one vear. The Members of Assembly shall
be apportioned among the several countics of the State, by the
Legislature, as ncarly as may be, according to the number of
their respective inhabitants, excluding aliens, and shall be
chosen by single districts.** The Assembly districts shall re-
main us at present organized, untyl alter the cnumeration of
the inhabitants of the State, in the vear eighteen hundred and
seventy-five. The Legislature, at its first scssion after the

" return of every cnumeration, shall apportion the Members of
Assembly among the scveral counties of thé.State, in manner
aforesaid, and the board of supervisors in such countics as
may be vntitled under such apportionment, to more than onc
member, except the city and county of New York, and in said
city and county the hoard of aldermen of said city shall assem-
ble at such time as the Legisloture making such apportioninent
shall prescribe, and divide their respective counties into
Assembly districts, ecach of which districts shall consist of
convenient and contiguons territory, cqual to the number of
members of Assembly to which such counties shall be entitled,
and shall cause to be filed in the offices of the Secretawy
of State and the clerks of their respective counties a des-
cription of such districts, specifving the number of cach dis-
trict and the population thercof, according to the last pre-
ceding enumeration as near as can be ascertained, and the ap-
portionment and districts shall remain unaltered until another

© s oamended by vote of the people, November 5, 1874,

“Yoobor existing Assembly Districts, see chapter 607, Laws of 1866.
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enumeration shall be pade as herein provided. No town shall
be divided in the formation of Assembly districts. Lvery P
county heretotore ¢ tyblished and separately organized, exccpt”’
the county of Hflmilton, shall alwavs be entitied to one member
of the Assembly, and no new county shall be hereafter crected,
unless its population shall entitle it to a member. ‘The county
of Hamilton shall elect with the county of Fulton, until the’
population of the county of llamilton shall, according to the
rutio, be entitled to a member. Rut the LogiSl‘éltUZ‘C may leOliSh
the said county of Ilamilton, and annex the territory thereof
to some other county op counties. ~othing in this scction
shall pI‘QVéﬂt division at any time of counties and towng., and
the ercction of new towns and counties by the Legislature.
*SEC. 6. Fach member ot the lLegislature shall receive for his scrvices
. an annual salary of one thousand tfive hundred dollars. The
members of either house shall also receive the sum of one dollar
for every ten miles they shall travel, in going to and return-
inpg from their place of meeting, on¢ in ecach session, on the
most usual route. Scnpators, when the Senate alone is, convencd
in extraordindry session, or when serving as members of the
Court for the Trial of Impeachments, and such members of the
Assembly, not exceeding nine in number, as shall be appointed
manavers of 4n impeachment, shall receive an additional al
lowance of ten dollars a day.
“SEC. 7. No member of the I--Ugislaturc shall receive any civil appointment
within this State, or the Senate of the United States, from the
Governor, the Governor and Senate, Or from the Legislaturc, OT
from any city government during the time for which he shall
have been clected; and all such appointments and all votes
piven for any suzh member for any such office or appointment
shall be void.
No person shall be eljgible to the Legislature who, at the
> time of his election, j4, or within.one hundred days previous
““thereto has been, a member of Congress, a civil or military of-
Ficer under the U“'ltecl St(ltCS,‘l:OI‘ an OFf‘.iCCr under any City
vovernment: and if any person shall, after his election as
a member of the Lewislature, be elected to Congress, or appoint-
ed to any office civil or military, under the povernment of the
United States, Or under any city government, his acceptance
thercof -hall vacate his scat.
SEC. 9. The elections of Senators and Members of Assembly, pursuant to
the nrovisions of this Constitution, shall be held on the
Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of Novemher, unless other-
wise directed by the Legislature.
A majority of each house shall ‘constitute a quorum to do busi-
ness. Fach house shall determine the rules of its ‘own pro-
ceedings, and be the judee of the electisns, returns and qual-
ifications of its own memhers, shall choose its own officers:
and the Senate shall choosec a temporary president, when the
Licutenant-tovernor shall not attend as president, or shall
act as Governor.
S7C.1L. tach house shall keep a journal of 1ts proceedings, and publish
the same, oxcept such parts as may require secrecy. The
doors of ecach housc shall be kept open, except when the public

FSEC
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* s amended by vote of the people, Nov. 3. 1874,
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welfare shall reguire secrecy.  Neither house shall, without
the consent of the other, adjourn for more than two days.
shiloo For any speech or debate in either house of the Legislature,
the members shall not be questioned in any other place.
SECOL3. Any bill may originate in either house of the Legislature,
and all bills passed by one house may be amended by the other,
SECOI4. The enacting clause of all bills shall be, 'he Pcople of the
State of New York, ‘represented in Senate and Assembly, do
enact as follows," and no law shall be enacted except by bill,
SLU. 15, No bill shall be passed unless by the assent of a majority of
all the members clected to cach branch of the Legislature, and
the question upon the final passage shall be taken immediatcly
upon its last reading, and the vycas and nays entered on the
journal.
SELCL L6, No private or local bill, which may be passed by the Legisla-
ture, shall embrace more than one subject, and that shall be
expressed in the title. T
“SECOLT. No act shall be passed which shall provide that anv existing
law, or any part thereof, shall be made or deemed a part of
said act, or which shall cnact that any existing law, or any
part thereof, shall be applicable, except by inserting it in
such act. :

SEC.18. The Legislature shall not pass a private or local bill in any
of the following cases:

Changing the names of persons.

Laving out, opening, altering, working or discontinuing
roads, hir*ways or alleys, or for draining swamps or other
low lands.

Locating or changing county seats.

Providing for changes of venue in civil or' criminal cases.

Incorporating villages.

Providing for clection of members of boards of supervisors.

Selecting, drawing, summoning or impaneling grand or petit
jurors. -

Regulating the rate of interest on money,

The opening and conducting .of clections or designating places
ot voting,

Lreating, increasing or decreasing fees, percentage or al-
lowances of public officers, during the term for which said
officers are clected or appointed.

firanting to any corporation, association or individual
the ri it to lav down railroad tracks.

Granting to any private corporiation, association or individual
any exclusive privilege, immunity or tranchisc whatever.

Providing for building bridges, and chartering companies
for such purposes, except on the'Hudson river below Waterford,
and on the East river, or over the waters forming a part of the
boundaries of the State,

The Legislature shall pass general laws providing for the
cases cnumerated in this section, and for all other cases which
in its judgment mav be provided for by general laws. But no
law shall authorize the construction or operation of a strect
vailroad except upon the condition that the consent of the

© Scctions 17 to 25, both inclusive, added by vote of the people
7

Nov. 3, 1874.
J0
) [l &
. ' Du

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

owners of one-half in value the property bounded on, and the
consent also of the locual authorities having the control of

that portion of a street or highway upon which it is proposed

to construct or operate such railroad be first obtained, or in
case the consent of such property owners cannot be obtained,

the general term of the supreme court, in the district in which
it is proposed to be constructed, may, upon application, appoint
three commissioners who shall determine, aftcer a hearing of all
partics interested, whether such railroad ought to be construc-
ted or operated, and their determination, confirmed by the court,
may be taken in lieu of the consent of the property owners.

SEC.19. The Legislature shall neither audit nor allow any private
claim or account against the State, but may appropriate money
to pay such claims as shall have becen audited and allowed
according to law. »

SEC.20.  Every law which imposes, continucs or revivesa tax shall dis-
tinctly state the tax and the object of which it is to be ap-
plied, and it shall not be sufficient to refer to any other
law to fix such tax or ohbject.

SEC.21, On the final passage, in either house of the Legislature, of
any act which imposes, continues or revives a tax, or creates
a4 debt or charge, or makes, continues or revives any appropri-
ation ot public or trust money or property, or releascs, dis-
charges or commutes any claim or demand of the State, the
question shall be taken by yeas and navs, which shall be duly
entered upon the journals, and three-fifths of all the members
elected to cither house shall, in all such cases, be necessary
to constitute a quorum therein, ‘

SEC.22. There shall be in the several counties, except in cities whose
boundaries arc the same as thosc of the county, a board of
supervisors, to be composed of such members and elected in
such manner, and for such period, as is or mav be provided by
law. In any such city the duties and powers of a board of
supervisors mav be devolved upon the common council or board
of aldermen thereof.

StC.23.  The Legislature chall, by general laws, confer upon the boards

of supervisors of the several countics of the State such
fFurther powers of local legislation and administration as the
legislature may from time to time decm expedient.

SEC.24. The Legislature shall not, nor shall the common council of
anv city nor any board of supervisors, grant any extra compen-
sation to any public officer, servant, agent or contractor.

SEC. 25 Sections seventcen and eightecn of this article shall not
apply to any bill, or the amendments to any bill, which shall
be reported to the Legislaturce by Commissioners *ho have becen
appointed pursuant to law to revisc the Statute
' ARTICLE TV,
“SECTION 1. The exccutive power shall be vested in a Governor, who shall

hold his office for three years: a Lieutenant-Governor shall
he chosen at the same time and for the same term. The

= As amende” by vote of the people, Nov. 3, 1874.
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tovernor and Licutenant-Governor clected next preceding the
the time when this s=ction shall take effect shall hold office
during the term for which they were clected,

*shCo 20 No person shall be cligible to the office of Governor or Licu-
tenant-Governor, except a citizen of the United States, of
the age of not less than thirty vears, and who shall have
been five vears, next preceding his clection, a resident of
this State, .

SEC. 3. The Governor and Lieutenant-Governor shall be elected at the
times and places of choosing members of the Assembly. The
persons respectively having the highest number of votes
for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, shall be elected: but

‘L in Case two or more shall have an equal and the highest num-
ber of votes for Governor, or for Lieutcnant-Governor the two
housvs of the Legislature, at jts next annual session, shall,
Forthwith, by joint-ballot, choosc onc of the said Persons so
having an' equal and the highest number of votes for Governor
or Lieutenant-Governor.

*SLO. 4. The Governor shall be Commander-in-Chief of the military and

naval forces of the State. He shall have power to convene the
Legislature (or the Senate onlv) on extraordinary occasions.
At cxtraordinary sessions no subject shall be acted upon,
except such as the Governor may recommend for consideration.
tHe shall communicate by message to the Legislature at every
session the condition of the State, and recommend such matters
to them as he shall judge expedient. He shall transact all
necessary business with the officers of government, civil
and military. Hle shall cxpedite all such measures as may be
resolved upon by the Legislature, and shall take care that the
laws are faithfully exccuted. fle"shall réceive for his serv-
fces an annual salary of ten thousand dollars, and there
shall be provided for his use a suitable and furnished execu-
tive residence.
The Governor shall have the power to grant reprieves, com-
mutations and pardons after conviction, for all offenses except
treason and cases of impcachment, "upon such conditions, and
with such restrictions and limitations, as he may think proper,
subjcct to such regulation as may be provided by law relative
to the manner of applving for pardons. Upon conviction for
treason, he shall have power to suspend the execution of the
sentence, until the case shall pe reported to the Legislature
At its next mecting, when the .Legislature shall either pardon,
or commute (.2 sentence, direct the execution of the sentence,
or grant a further reprieve. He shall annually communicate

to the Legislaturce cach casc of reprieve, commutation or par-

don granted; stating the name of the convict, the crime of
which he wns convicted, the sentence and its date, and the
date of the commutation, pardon or reprieve, '

SEC. 6. In case of the impeachment of the Governor, or his removal

from office, death, inability to dischargc the powers and
duties of the said office, resignation, or absence from the
State, the powers and duties of the office shall devolve upon
the Licutenant-Governor for the residuc of the term, or until
the disability shall cease. But when the Governor shall, with

SEC,

(O3]

* As amended by vote of the people, Nov, 3, 1874.
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the consent of the Legislature, be cut of the State in time

of war, at the head of a military force thercot, he shall

continue commander-in-chicf of all the military force of the

State,

The Licutenant-Governor shall posscess the same yualifications

of «ligibility for office as the Governor. He shall be pres-

Aident of the Scnate, but shall have only a casting vote there-

in. If during a wacancy of the office of Governor, the Lieu-

tenant-Governor shall be impecached, displaced, resign, die,

or become incapable of performing the duties of his office, or

be absent from the State, the president of the Scnate shall

act as Governor until the vacancy be filled, or the disability

shall ccase.

*SEC. 8. The Lieutenant-Governor shall receive for his services an
annual salary of five thousand dollars, and shall mot receive
or be entitled to any other compensation, fee or perquisite
tor any duty or service he may be required to perform by the ~
Constitution or by law.

“SEC. 9. Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and Assemblv
shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the Governor;
it he approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return
it with his objections to the house in which it shall have
originated, which shall enter the objections at large on the
journal, and proceed to reconsider it. TIf, after such reconsi-
deration, two-thirds of the members elected to that housc
agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent together with the
objections to the other house by which it shall likewise be re-
considered; and if approved by two-thirds of the members
clected to that house, it shall become a law notwithstanding
the objections of the Governor. In all such cases, the votes
in both houses shall be determined by veas and nays, and the
names of the members voting shall be entered on the journal
of each house respectively. If any bill 'shall not be returned
bv the Governor within ten days (Sundays.excepted) after it
shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law in
like manner as if he had signed it, unless the Legislature,
shall, by their adjournment, prevent its return, in which case
it <hdll not become a law without the approval of the Governor.
Yo bill shall become a law after the final adjournment of the
.cgislature, unless approved by the Governor within thirty days
after such adjournment. If any bill presented to the Governor
contain several items of appropriation of money, he may object
to one or more.of such items while approving of the other por-
tion-of the bill. In such case, he shall append to the bill,
at the time of signing it, a statement of the items to which .
he objects: and the appropriation so objected to shall not
take effect. [If the Legislature be in session, he shall trans-
mit to the house in which. the bill originated a copy of such
statement, and the items objected to shall be separately re-
considered. If, on reconsideration, one or more of such items
be approved by two-thirds of the members elected to cach house,
the same shall be part of the law, notwithstanding the objec-
tions of the Governor. All the provisions of this section, in

sEC,

* As amended by vote of the pesple, November 3, 1874.

....... o o 4%
O

ERIC 5%

s : !



relation to bills not approved by the Governor, shall apply
in cases in which he shall withhold his apprOVal from any item
or 1th9 contained in a bill appropriating money.

ARTICLE V.

SECTION 1. The S2cretary of State, Comptroller, TreaSurer and Attorney-
General shall be chosen at a general election, and shall
hold their offices for two vears. Eacl of the officers
in this article named (except the Spcuker of the Assembly)
shall, at stated times during his continuance in office,
receive for his services, a compensation, which shall uot
be increased or dLmlnlSth during the term for which he
shall have been elected; nor shall he receive, to his use,
any fees or perauisites of office, or other compensation.

. SEC. 2. A State Engineer and Surveyor shall be chosen at a general
election, and shall hold his office two years, but no person
shall be elected to said office who is not a practical en-
gineer.

SEC. 3. Three Canal Commissioners shall be chosen at the general
election which shall be held next after the adoption of this
Constitution, one of whom shall hold his office for one year,
one for two years, and one for thrée years. The Commissioners
of the Canal Fund shall meet at the Capitol on the first Monday
of January, next after such election, and determine by lot
which of Sald ‘Commissioners shall hold his office for one ,
year, which for two, and which for three years; and there shall
be elected annually, thercafter, one Canal Commissioner, who
shall hold his office for three years.

SEC. 4. Three inspectors of State Prisons shall be elected at the
general election which shall be held next after the adoption
of this Constitution, one of whom shall hold his office for
one year, one for two years, and one for three years. The
Governor, Secretary of State, and Comptroller, shall meet at
the Capitol on the first Monday of January next ¢ succeeding such
election, and determine by lot which of said inspectors shall
hold his office for one year, which for two, and which for three
vears; and there shall be elected annually thereafter, one
inspector of State Prisons, who shall hold his office for three
vears: said inspectors shall have the charge and superintendence
of the State Prisons, and shall uppoint all the officers there-
in. All vacancies in the office of such inspector shall be
filled by the Governor, till the next elecction.

SEC. 5. The Lieutenant-Governor, Speaker of the Assemblv, Secretary
of State, Comptroller, TreasureT, Attornéy-General, and State
Engineer and Surveyor, shall be the Commissioners of the Land
Office. The Lieutenant-Governor, Secretary of State, Comp-
tr..1ler, Treasurer, and Attorney-General, shall be the Com-
missioners of the Canal Fund. The Canal Board shall consist
of the Commissioners of the Canal Fund, the State LEngineer
and Surveyor, and the Canal Commissioners.

Sk, 6. The.powers and duties of the respective Boards, and of the
several officers in this article mentioned, 5ha11 be such as
now are or hereafter may be prescrlbed by.. law' """

o
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SEC. 8.

The Treasurer may be suspended from office by the Governor,
during the recess of the Legislature, and until thirty days
after the commencement of the next session of the Legislature,
wherever it shall appear to him that such Treasurer has, in
anv particular, violated his duty. The Governor shall appoint
a competent person to discharge the duties of the office,
during such suspension of the Treasurer. LT

All offices for the weighing, gauging, measuring, culling or
inspecting any merchandise, produce, manufacture or commodity
whatever, are herehy abolished, and no such office shall here-
after be credated by law:; but nothing in this section contained,
shall abrogdte any office created for the purpose of protec-
ting the public health or the interestS of the State in its
property. reévenue, tolls, or purchases Or of supplying the
people with correct standards of weights and measures, or
shall prevent the creation of any office for such purposes
hereafter.

ARTICLE VI.
[Article 6 of the Constitution (except section 28) was

framed by drlegates elected April 23, 1867, under chapter
194, Laws of 1867, to a Constitutional Convention (con-

~vened pursuant to section 2 of article 13 of the Constitu-

SECTrON 1.

tion, by vote of the people at the general election held
November 6, 1866), which Convention me€t in the city of Albany,
June 4, 1867, and adjourned February 28, 1868.

Article 6 (except section 28) was submitted separately to
the people, pursuant to chapter 318, Laws of 1869, at the gen-
eral election held November 2, 1869, and declared ratified
and adopted by the Board of State Canvassers, by certificate
of determination, dated December 6, 1869, the officinl vote
thercon, as declared, standing, "for the amended judiciary
article,” 247,240  yotes, and "against the apended judiciary
article,” 240,42 yotes.]

The Assembly shall have the power of impeachment, by a

vote of a majority of all the members elected. The court
for the trial of impeachments shall be composed of the Pres-
id=nt of the Senate, the Senators, OT a major part of them,
and the Judges of the Court of Appeals, or the major part

of them. On the trial of an impeachment against the Gover-
nor, the Lieutenant-Governor shall not act as a member of
the court. No judicial officer shall exercise his office,
after articles of impeachment against him shall have been
preferred to the Senate, until he shall have been acquitted.
Before the trial of an impeachment, the members of the court
shall- take an oath or affirmation, truly and impartially

to try the impeachment, according to evidence; and no per-
son shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds
of the members present. Judgment in cases of impeachment
shall not extend further than to removal from office, or
removadl from office and disqualification to hold and enjoy

61
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any office of heror, trust, or profit, under this State:

but the party impeached shall be liable to indictment and

punishment according to law,
There shall be a Court of Appeals, composed of a Chief Judge
and six associate Judges, who shall be chosen by the ‘&lectors
of the State, and shall hold their office for the term of
fourteen years from and including the first day of January
next after their election. At the first election of judges,
under this Constitution, every elector may vote for the Chief
and only four of the associate Judges. Any five members of
the court shall form a quorum, and the concurrence of four
shall be necessary to a decision. The court shall have the

-appointment, with the power of removal, of its reporter and

clerk, and of such attendants as may be necessary.

When a vacancy shall occur, otherwise than by expiration of
term, in the office of Chief or Associate Judge of the Court

of Appeals, the same shall be filled, for a full term, at the
next general election happening not less than three months
after such vacancy occurs: and until the vacancy shall be so
filled, the Governor by and with the advice and consent of the
Scnate, if the Senate shall be in session, or if not, the
Governor alone, may appoint to fill such vacancy. If any such
appointment of Chief Judge shall be made from among the asso-
ciate judges, a temporary appointment of associate judge shall
be made in like manner; but in such case, the person appoint-
cd Chief Judge shall not be deemed to vacate his office of
associate judge any longer than-until the expiration of his
appointment as Chief Judge. >The powers and jurisdiction of the
court shall not be suspended for want of appointment or election
when the number of judges is sufficient to constitute a

quorum. All appointments under this section shall continue
until and including thc last day of December next after the
election at which the vacancy shall be filled.

Upon the organization of the Court of Appeals, under *his
article, the causes then pending in the present Court of Appeals
shall become vested in the Court of Appeals hereby established.
Such of said causes as are pending on the first day of January,
eightcen hundred and sixty-nine, shall be heard and determined
by a Commission, to bc composed of five Commissioners of Appeals,
four of whom shall be necessary to constitute a quorum; but

the Court of Appeals hereby established may order any of said
causes to be heard therein. Such Commission shall be composed
of the Judges of the present Court of Appeals, elected or
appointed thereto, and a fifth Commissioner who shall be ap-
pointed by the Covernor by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate: or, if the Senate be not in session, by the CGov-
ernor; but in such case, the appointment shall expire at the
end of the next session.

I'f any vacancy shall occur in the office of the said Commis-
sioners, it shall be filled byv. appointment by the Governor by
and with the advice and consent of the Senate: or if the Senate
is not in scssion, by the Governor:; but in such case, the ap-
pointment shall expire at the end of the next session. The
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Commissioners shall appoint, from their number, a Chief Com-
missioner: and may appoint and remove such attendants as may
be necessary.  The reporter of the Court of Appeals shall be
the reporter of said Commission. The decisions of the Com-
mission shuall be certified to, and entered and enforced, as
the judgments of the Court of Appeals. The Commission shall
continue until the causes committed to it are determined, but
not exceeding three vears; and all causes then undetermined
shall be heard by the Court of Appeals.

$EC. 6. There shall be the existing Supreme Court, with general juris-
diction in law and equity, subject to such appellate jurisdic-
tion of the Court of Appeals as now is or mav be prescribed
by law: and it shall be composed of the justices now in office,
who shall be continued during their respective terms, and of
their successors. The existing judicial districts of the State
are continued until changed pursuant to this section.* Five
of the justices shall reside in the district in which is the
city of New York, and four in each of the other districts.

The Legislature mav alter the districts, without increasing
the number, once after every enumeration, under this Constitu-
tion, of the inhabitants of the State.

SEC. 7. At the first session of the Legislature, after the adoption of
this article, and from time to time thereafter as may be neces-
sary, but not oftener than once in five years, provisions shall
be made for organizing, in the Supreme Court, not more than
four genrral terms thereof, each to be composed of a presiding
justice, and not more than three other justices, who shall be
designated, according to law, from the whole number of justices.
Each presiding justice shall continue to act as such during
his term of office. Provision shall be made be law for hold-
ing the general terms in each judicial district. Any justice
of the Supreme Court may hold special terms and Circuit Courts,

.. and may preside in Courts of Oyer and Terminer, 1n any county.

SEC. 8. No judge or justice shall sit, at a general term of any court,
or in the Court of Appeals, in review of a decision made by
him,-or.by any court of which he was at the time, a sitting
member. The testimonv in equity cases shall be taken in like
manner as in cases at law; and except as herein otherwise
provided, the lcgislature shall have the same power to alter
and. regulate the jurisdiction and proceedings in law and equity
that thev have heretofore execrcised.

SEC. 9. When a vacancy shall occur, otherwise than by expiration of
term, in the office of Justice of the Supreme Court, the same
shall be filled, for .a full term, at the next general election
happening not less than three months after such vacancy occurs;
and until any vacancy shall be so filled, the Governor by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate, if the Senate shall
be in session, or if not in session, the Governor may appoint
to fill such vacancy. Any such appointment shall continue
until and including the last day of December next after the
clection at which the vacancy shall be filled.

SEC.10. The Judges of the Court of Appeals, and the Justices of the

' Supreme Court, shall not hold any other office or public trust.

# See chapter 241, Laws of 1847, and chapter 485, Laws of 1857,
For existing Judicial Districts.
47
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A1l votes for any of them, for any other than a judicial office,
eiven by the Legislature or the people, shall be void.

SEC.11.  fudges of the Court of Appeals, and Justices of the Supreme
Court, may be removed by concurrent resolution of both houses
of the Legislature, if two-thirds of all the members elected
to cach house concur therein. All judicial officers, except
those mentioned in this section, and except Justices of the
Peace and Judges and Justices of inferior courts not of record,
may- be removed by the Senate, on the recommendation of the
Governor, if two-thirds of all the members elected to the
Senate concur therein. But no removal shall be made, by vir-
tue ot this section, unless the cau-¢ thereof be entered on
the journals. i .iless the party complained of shall have
been served with a copy of the charges against him, and shall
have had an opportunity of being heard. On the question of
removal, the yeas and nays shall be entered on the journal.

SEC.12. The Superior Court of the city of New York, the Court of Com-
mon Pleas for the city and county of New York, the Superior
Court of Buffalo, and the City Court of Brooklvn are con-
tinued with the powers and jurisdiction they now severally
have, and such further civil and criminal jurisdiction as may
be conferred by law. The Superior Court of New York shall
be composed of the six judges in office at the adoption of
this article, and their successors; the Court of Common Pleas
of New York, of the three judges then in office, and their
successors, and three additional judges:; the Superior Court
of Buffalo, of the judges now in office and their successors:
and the City Court of Brooklyn, of such number of judges, not
exceeding three, as may be provided by law. The Judges of
said Courts, in office at the adoption of this article, are
continued until the expiration of their terms. A Chief Judge
shall be appointed by the judgés of each of said courts, from
their own number, who shall act as such during his official
term. Vacancies in the office of the judges named in this fan
section, occurring otherwise than by expiration of term, shall
be Filled in the same manner as vacancies in the Suprcme Court.
The Legislature may provide for detailing judges of the Sup-
erior Court and Court of Common.Pleas of New York, to hold
circuits or special terms of the Supreme Court in that city,
as the public interest may require.

SEC.13. Justices of the Supreme. Court shall be chosen by the clectors.
of their respective judicial districts, Judges of all the
courts mentioned in the last preceding section shall be chosen
by the clectors of the cities respectively in which the said
courts are instituted. The official terms of the said justices
and judges who shall be elected after the adoption of this '
article shall be fourtcen years from and including the first
day of January next after their election. But no person shall
hold the office of justice or judge of any court longer than
until and including the last day of December next after he
shall be seventy vears of age. ‘

SEC.14. The judges and justices hereinbefore mentioned shall receive
for their services a compensation to be established by law,
which shall not be diminished during their official terms.
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Except the Jdudges of the Court of Appeals and the Justices of
the Supreme Court, thev shallbe paid, and the expenses of their
courts detraved, by the cities or counties in which such courts
are inztituted, as shall be provided by law,

00150 The existing Cuunty courts are continued, and the judges thereof
in office at the adoption of this article, shall hold their
offices until the oxpiration of their respective terms. Their
successors shall be chosen by the clectors of the counties,
for the term of six vears. The County Courts shall have the
powers and jurisdiction they now possess, until altered by
the legislature. Theyv shall also have original jurisdiction
in all cases where the defendants reside in the county and
in which the damages claimed shall not exceed one thousand
dollars; and also such appellate jurisdiction as shall be
provided bv law, subject, however, to such provision as shall
be made by law for the removal of causes into the Supreme
Court. They shall also have such other original jurisdiction
as shall, from time to time, be conferred upon them by the
Legislature. The county Judge, with two Justices of the Peace,
to be designated according to law, may hold Courts of Sessions,
with such criminal jurisdiction as the Legislature shall pre-
scribe, and he shall perform such other duties as mav be re-
auired by law. [His salarv, and the salary of the Surrogate
when elected as a separate officer, shall be established by
law, parablc out of the County Treasury, and shall not be
diminished during his term of office. The Justices of the
Peace shall be paid, for services in Courts of Sessions, a per
diem allowance out of the County ‘Treasury. The County Judge
shall aiso be Surropate of. his county; but in counties having
a population exceeding forty thousand, the Legislature may pro-
vide for the election of a separate officer to be Surrogate,
whose term of office shall be the same as that of the County
Judge.  The County Judge of any county may preside at Courts
of Sessions, or hold County Courts, in any other county,
except New York and Kings, when requested by the judge of
such other county.

SEC.16.  The Legislature may, on application of the Board of Supervisors,

provide for the election of local officers, not to exceed

two in any county, to discharge the duties of County .Judge

and of Surrogatce, in cases of their inability, or of a vacancy,

and to exercise such other powers in special cases as may be

provided by law. .

The lLegislature shall provide for submitting to the electors

of the State, at the general election in the year eighteen

hundred and seventv-three, two questions, to be voted upon

on separate ballots, as follows: First, "Shall the offices

of Chief Judge and Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals, and

of Justice of the Supreme Court, be hercafter filled by ap-

pointment?"*  If a majority of the votes upon the question
shall be in the atfirmative, the said officers shall not
thereafter be elective, but, as vacancies occur, they shall

“¢ filled by appointment by the Governor by and with the ad-

vice and consent of the Senate:; or if the Scnate be not in

2
o
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~* Submitted to vote of the people, November 4, 1873- pursuant to chap.
314, Laws of 1873, -and determincd in the necgative.
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session, by the Governor: but in such casc, he shall nominate
to the Senatce when next convened, and such appointment by the
Governor alonc shall expire at the end of that session. Second,
"Shall the offices of the judges mentioned in sections twelve
and fifteen of article six of the Constitution, be hercufter
filled by appointment?”* If a majority of the votes upon the
question shall be in the affirmative, the said officers shall
not thereafter be clective, but as vacancics occur, they shall
be filled in the manner in this scction above provided.

The electors of the several towns shall, at their annual

town meeting, and in such manner as the Legislature may direct,
elect Justices of the Peace, whose term of office shall be ‘
four veurs. In case of an election to fill a vacancy occur-
ring before the expiration of a full term, they shall hold for
the residue of the unexpired term. Their number and classifi-
cation may be regulated by law. Justices of the Peace, and
Judges or Justices of inferior courts not of record and their
clerks, mav be removed, after due notice and an opportunity

of being heard by such courts as may be prescribed by law,

for causes to be assigned in the order of removal. Justices

of the Peace and district court Justices shall be elected in
the different cities of this State, in such manner, and with
such powers, and for such terms, respectivelyv, as shall be
prescribed by law: all other judicial officers in cities,

whose clection or appointment is not otherwise provided for

in this article, shall be chosen by the electors of cities,

or appointed by some local authorities thereof.

[nferior local courts of civil and criminal jurisdiction may
be established by the Legislature; and, except as herein other-
wise provided, all judicial officers shall be elected or ap-
pointed at such times, and in such manner, as the Legislature
may direct.

Clerks of the several counties shall be Clerks of the Supreme
Court, with such powers and duties as shall be prescribed by
law. The Clerk of the Court of Appeals shall keep his office
at the scat of government. His compensation shall be fixed

by law and paid out of the public treasury.

No judicial officer, cxcept Justices of the Peace, shall re-
ceive to his own use any fees or perquisites of office; nor
shall any Judge of the Court of Appeals, Justice of the

Supreme Court, or Judge of a.Court of Record in the cities

of New York, Brooklyn or- Buffalo, practice as an attorney or
counselor, in any court of record in this State, or act as re-
feree. '

The Legistature may authorize the judgments, decrees and de-
cisions of any court of rccord of original civil jurisdiction,
established in a city, to be removed for review, directly into
the Court of Appecals.

submitted to vote of the people, November 4, 1873- pursuant to chap.
314, Laws of 1873,- and determined in the ncgative.
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*SEC. 28
SECTHON
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e Lewislature shall provide for the spcody'publicutYon of
all Statutes, and also tfor the Appointment by the Justices
of the Supreme Court desivnated to hold generali terms, of a
rerorter of the decisions of that court. lifl”qus?dnd judicial
Bl !
&

decisions shall be free for publication by any person.

The tfirst clection of judges of tiw tlourt of Appeals, and of
the three additinnal judges of the .ourt of Common I'leas for
the city and count- of New York, =% .11 take placc on such day,
“between the first [oosday of April -ond the second Tucsday in
Jurs nert after the adoption of this article, as may be pro-
vided v law. The Court of Appeals, the Commissioners of

Appeals  and the additional judges of the said Court of Com-
mon Ple -, shall repcectively enter upon their duties on the
First “oooday of July thercafter.
Surrozat-<, Justices ot the Peace, and local judicial officers
provided Tor in section sixteen, in office when this article
shall,. take effect, shall hold their respective offices until
the expiration of their terms.
Courts of special sessions shall have such jurisdiction of
offenses of the grade of misdemeanors as may be prescribed by
Law.
for the relief of Surrogates' Courts, the Legislature may ccn-
fer upon Courts of Record, in any county having a population
exceeding four hundred thousand, the powers and jurisdiction
of surrogates, with authority to try issues of fact by jury
in probate causes.
The Court of Appe.ls may order any of the causes, not exceed-
ing tive hundred in number, pending in that court'at the time
of the adoption of this provision, to be heard and determined
by the Commissioners of Appeals, and the Legislature may ex-
tend the term of service of the Commissioners of Appeals, not
exceeding two vears.**

ARTTCLE VII.

. After paring the cxpenses of collection, superintendence and
ordinary repairs, there shall be appropriated and sct apart
in cach fiscal year out of the revenues of the State Canals,
in cach vear, commencing on the first day of June, one thou-
sand eight hundred and forty-six, the sum of gite million
and three hundred thousand doltiars until the first day of
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, and from
that time the sum of one million and scven hundred thousand
dollars in cach fiscal year, as a sinking fund to pay the
interest and redeem the principal ot that part of the State
deht ealled the Canal debt, as it existed at the time first
aforesaid, and including three hundred thousand dollars then
to be horrowed, until the sdme shall be wholly paid; and the
principal and income of the said sinking: tfund shall be
sacrediy applied to that purposc. ‘ .

\fter complying with the provisions of the first section of

this article, there shall be appropriated and set apart out

af the surplus revenues of the State Canals, in each fiscal

Section 28, added bysvote of “the poeple, Nov. 5, 1872.

,
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of service of Commissioners of Appeals extended to July 1, 1875,

hy chap. 3, [ws of 1875,

L4
e orm
o o
ERIC o ¢




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

LN

A e amended by ovote of
Sovembeer 30 IR

yedr, commencing on the Yirst dav ot June, one thousand cight
fundred and fortv-six, the sum or three hundred and fifty thou-
st dellar s until the time when o suftficient sum shall have
been appropriated and set apart, under the said first scection,
to oy the interest and extinguish the ~tire principal of the
Canal debto und after that period, then the sum of one million
and Tive fundred thousand dollars in each fiscal vear, as a
sinking fund, to pay the interest and redeem the principal of
that purt of the State debt  called the General Fund Debt, in-
cluding the debt for loans of the State credit to railroad com-
panies which have failed to pav the interest thercon, and

also the contingent debt on State stocks loaned to incorporated
companies which have hitherto paid the interest thereon, when-
vver and as far as any part thereof mayv become a charge on

the Treasury or General Fund, until the same shall be wholly
paid; and the principal and income of the said last-mentioned
sinkiny fund shall be sacredly applied to the purpose afore-
sauid: and if the payment of any part of thc monevs to the said
“ioning fund shall at any time be deferred, by rcason of the
priority recognized in the first section of this article, the
sum sc¢ dett rrod, with guarterly interest thercon, at the then
current rate, shall be paid to the last-mentioned sinking fund,
as soon as it can be donc consistently with the just rights of
the creditors holding said Canal Debt,

Atter paving the said expenses of collection, superintendence
and repairs of the Canals, and the sums appropriated by the
first and sccond sections of this article, there shall be
appropriated and sct apart in cach fiscal year, out of the
surplus revenues of the Canals, as a sinking fund, a sum
suttficient to pay the interest as it tulls due, and cxtinguish
the principal within eighteen vears of any loan made under

this section, and if the said sinking fund shall not be suf-
Ficient to redeem any part of the principal at the stipulated
times of payvment, or to pav any part of the interest of such
loans as stipulated, the means to satisfy any such deficiency
shall be procured on the credit of the said sinking fund.

After complying with the forepoing provisions, there shall be
pard annually out ot the said revenues into the Treasury of the
State two hundred thousand dollars, to defrav the necessary
sxpenses of government.  The remainder shall, in cach fiscal
vear, be applied to meet appropriations for the enlargement and
completion of the Canals mentioned in this section, until the
satd Canals shall be completed.  In cach fiscal vear thereafter
he remainder shall he disposed of in such manner as the Legis-
Parnre e direct, but shall at no time he anticipated or
»ledped for more than one vear in advance. The Legislature
stal b annual v, durine the next four vears, appropriate to the
enlareerment of the Frie, the 9swevo, the Cavupa and Seneca
coanals, and to the completion of the Black River and fenesce
Valley canals, and tor the enlargement of the locks of the
Champlain canal, whenever, from Jdilapidation or decav it shall

-
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boonecessarey Tooreluild them, d sum ROt excecoding two millions
two hundred and Fifey thousand dotlars.  The remainder of the
revenues of the Uinale for the current fiscal vear in which
such appropriation is mede, shall be applied to meet such
appropriationt and if the same shall be deemed insufficient,
the Levoisiature shall gt the same s€SSion provide for the
deficiency by loan.  the Legislature shall alse borrow one
million and five hundred thousand dollars to refund to the
holders ot the Canal peyenue certificates issyed under the
nrovisions of chavter four hundred and eizhtvofive of the
Laws of the »ear one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one,
the amount reccived ipnto the Treasury thereon, But no interecst
to accrue after July fiprst, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-
five, shall bu paid on such certificates.  The provisions
of section twelve of this article requiring every law for
borrowing monty to he sybmitted to the people, shall not apply
to the loans authorized by this section. No part of the reve-
nues ot the Canals or of the funds borrowed under this section,
shall be puid OT apnliced upon or in consequence of any alleged
contract made under chapter four hundred and eighty-five of the
Liws of the rear one thousand cight hundred and fifty-one, ex-
cept to pay for work done or materials furnished prior to
the tirst day of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-
tho.  The rates of toll on persons and property transported
on the Canals shall net he reduced below those for the year
one thousand Cieht hundred and fifty-two, except by the Canal
Board. with the concuprence of the Legislature. All contracts
for work or materials on any Canal shall be made with the per-
son who shall offer to do or provide the same at the lowest
price, with adequate gecurity for their performance.
“\Nn ectra compensation shall be made to any contractor, but
i, from any unforeseen cause, the terms of any contract shall
prove to be unjust ang opprvssiﬁu, the Canal Board may, upon
the application of the contractor, cancel such contract.
fhe olaims of the Stare against any incorporated company to
payv the interest and pedeem the principal of the stock of the
State Inaned or advanced to such company, shall be fairly en-
forsd, and not released or compromised: and th- moneys aris-
ing tromsuch claim shall be set apart, and appiied as part
of the sinking fund provided in the second section of this
article.  PRut the time limited for the fulfilliment of any
condition of any release or compromise herctofore made or
arovided tor, may be extended by law.
SLULC Ty the ainbing funds | op either of them provided in this article,
shail prove insufticient to enalle the State, on the credit
of such turd. to procure the means, to satisfy the claims
0 the creditors of the State as they become pavable, the Lep-
Pelareere shall, by tquitable tiaxes, S0 incregse the revenues
ot the cnd fands as g opale them, respectively, sufficient
poprrectlv to preserve the public fatthe fvery contritution
o advance to the canglae, or theor debty from any source,
thep than the’ v divect pevenues, shall, with quarterly interest,

)

NER

«orates then cuppent, be "'»‘E‘\'"‘d into the freasury, for

Vst e parapn added by vare ap the peopley Nove 30 1874,

69 .

e — mami.




£ oehe Unrol revenues as soon as it
th o The just rivhts of the creditors

the o use of the “rate, out oo
can beodone consistent ]y owi
soldine the sald Canal debe,
Lecislature shall not sell. tease or otherwise dispose of
Erie canal, the Oswepo canil, the Champlain canal or the
Cayuga and Seneca canal; but they shall remain the property

of the State, and under its management forever. lHereafter

ccpenditures for collections, superintendence, ordinary
and extraordinary repairs on the canals named in this section,
shall not exceed, in any year, their gross receipts for the
previous vear. ALl funds that may be derived from anv leas -
sale or other disposition of any canal, shall be applied in
pavment of the deht for which the canal revenues are pledged.

SEC. 70 The Legislature shall never sell or dispose of the Salt Springs,
bel~reine to this State.  The lands contipuous thereto and
which may be nrecessary and convenient for the use of the Salt
Springs, may be sold by authority of law and under the direction
of the Commissioners of the Land Office, for the purpose of
investing the monevs arising therefrom in ather lands alike
convenient; but by such sale and purchase the aggregate quantity
ot these lands shall not be diminished. 4

SPloo8L Yo roneys shall ever be paid out of the Treasury of this State,
or any of its funds, or anv of the funds under its management,
except in pursuance of an appropriation by law: nor unless such
paviment be made within two years next after the passage of
such appropriation act; and cvery such law making a new appro-
priation, or continuing or reviving an appropriation, shall dis-
tinctly specity the sum appropriated, and the object to which
it is to be applied; and it shall not be sufficient for such
law to retfer to any other law to fix such sum.

Shico 9o The credit of the State shall not, 1t any manner, be given
or loancd to, or in aid of any individiual, association or cor-
noration, )

ShL Lo The State'may, to meet casual deticits or fajlures in revenues,
or for expenses not provided for, contract debts, but such

o7 debts, direct and contingent, singly or in the aggrepate, shall
not, at any time, exceed one million of dollars; and the moneys
avising from the loans creating such debts shall be appliod to
tihe purpose for which they were obtained, or to repay the
debt <o contracted, and to no other parpose whatever.

Ll Inoaddition to the above limited power to contract debts, the
State may contract debts to repel invﬂsion’ SUppress insurrec-
tion, or defend the State in war: but the money arising from
the contracting of such debts =hall be applied to the purpose
for which it was raised, or to repay such debts, and to no
other purpose whitever,

Sl bxeept thegdebts specified in the tenth wnd ¢leventh sections

of thys article, no debts snall be hereafter contracted by or

hotalf of this State, unless such debt shyll be authorized
beoa law, for some single work or object, to be distinetly
spectfied therein: and such law shall impose and provide for
the collection of o direct annual tax to pay, and sufficient

o pay the intereat on such debt as 1t falls due and also to

navoand discharee the princinal ot such debt within eighteen

1

o

Ao amended Byovate of the preonle, Nov. 3, 1871,
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SECTTOAN

ceart from e tine of the contracting thercof. No such law
shall tibe offect uniél it shall, at @ general clection, have
Hoen submitted to the people, and have received a majority of
all the votes cast for and apainst it, at such eclection. On
the final passave of such bill in cithuer housce of the Legis-
lature, the guestion shall be taken by aves und noes, to be
dulv entered on the journals thereof, and shall be: '"Shall
this bill pass, and oupht the same to receive the sanction

of the people?”

The Legislature mav at any time, after the approval of such
law by the people, if no debt shall have been contracted in
pursuance thereof, repeal the same; and may at any time, by
law, forbid the contracting of any further debt or liability
under such law; but the tax imposcd by such act, in proportion
to the debt and liability which may have been contracted, in
pursunnce of such law, shall remain in force and be irrepeal-
able, and be annuallvy collected, until the proceeds thereof
shall have made the provision hercinbefore specified to pay
and discharge the interest and principal of such debt and lia-
bility. The money arising from any loan or stock creating such
debt or liability shall be applied to the work or object speci-
fied in the act authorizing such debt or liability, and for no
other purpose whatever. No such law shall be submitted to be
voted on, within thrce months after its passage, or at any
general election, when any other law, or any bill, or any
amendment to the Cerstitution shall be submitted to be voted
‘or or against, .

The sinking funds provided for the payment of intcrest and the
extinguishment of the principal of the debts of the State shall
be separately kept and safely invested, and neither of them
shall be appropriated or used in any manner other than for the
specific purpose for which it shall have been provided.
Neither the Lepislature, Canal Board, Canal Appraisers, nor
any person or persons acting in behalf of the State, shall
audit, allow, or pay anyv claim which, as between citizens of
the State, would be barred by lapse of time. The limitation
of cxisting claims shall begin to run from thc adoption of
this scction: but this provision shall not be construed to
revive claims already barred by existing statutes, nor to re-
peal any statute fixing the time within which claims shall

be presented or allowed, nor shall it cxtend to any claims
dulyv presented within the time allowed by law, and proseccuted
with due diligence from the time of such presentment. Put

if the claimant shall be under legal disability, the claim
mav be presented within two yvears after such disab®lity is
removed.

ARTICLE VL.

L. Corporations may be formed under general laws: but shatll
not be created by special act, except for municipal pur-
poses, and in cases where, in the  judgment of the lLepis-
lature, the objects of the corporation cannot be attained
under general laws,  AlL peneral laws and special acts

©As amended by vote of the people, Nov. 3, 1874,

Pal
]



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

SE

TSEC.
SEC, S
b,
sEC. T
RN
S RO

CAShCLL0.
&

+

«

passed parsuant to this secrion, may be altered from time to
trme or repealed.

buvs from corporations shall be sccured by such individual
Liability of the vorporators and other means as mav be pre-
scribed by law.

The term corporations as used in this article shall be con-
strued to include all associations and jointstock companies
having uny of the powers or privilcgcs of corporations not
possessed by individuals or partnerships.  And all corpora-
tions shall have the right to sue and shall be subject to be
sued in all courts in like caSes as natural persons.

The Leeislature shall, by general law conform all charters of
savings banks, or institutions for savings, to a uniformity

of powers, rights and liabilities, and all charters hercafter
sranted for such corporations shall be made to conform to such
seneral law, and to such amendments as may be made thercto.
~nd no such corporation shall have any capital stock, nor
shall the trustecs thercof, or any of“them, have any interest
whatever, direct or indirect, in the profits of such corpor-
ation: and no director or trystee of anv such bank or institu-
tion shall be interested in any loan or use of any monecy oOT
property of such bank or institution for savings. The Legis~
lature shall have no power to pass any act granting any special
charter for banking purposes; but corporations or associations
miay be formed for such purpeses under general laws.

The Legislature shall have no power to ;' ass any law sanction-
ing in any manner, directly or indirectly, the suspension of
specie pavments, by any person, association or corporation
issuing bank notes of any description,

The Legislature shall provide by law for the registry of al
bilis or notes, issued or put in.circulation as money, and
shall require ample security for the redemption of the same

n spec 1e,

Fhe stockholders in every carporation and joint-stock associa-
tion for banking purposes issuing bank notes or any kind of
paper credits to circulate as money, after the first day of
January, one thousand cight hundred and fifty, shall be
dividually responsible to the arount of their respective share
or shares of stock in any such corporation or association, for
all its debts and liabilities of every kind, contracted after
the said first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and
fifty, : '

In case of the insolvency of any bank or banking associat.ion,
the billholders thereof shall be entitled to preference in
payment, over all other credjtors of such bank or association,
[t shall be the duty of the [ewrislature to provide for the or-
ganization ot cities and incorporated villages, and to restrict
their power of taxation, assessment, borrowing money, contract-
ing debts, and loaning their credit, so as to prevent abuses
in asscssments, and in contracting debt by such municipal
corporiations, o C
Neither the credit nor the money of the State shall be given
or loaned o or in aid ot any association, corporation or

As amended by cote of the people, Nov. 3, 1874,
Sections 10 and 11 added by vote of the people, Nov., 3,187,
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revate aedertakine. This section shall not Lowever prevent
the Leol ture from omabing such provision for the education

and supeort of the blind, the deaf and dumb, and juvenile de-

Pinoquents, as to 1T may seem proper.  Nor shall it apply to

g tursd o prosersy now held, or which may lerecafter be
I vothe State tor cducationul purposes,

Lorllo Mo oounty, city, town or village shall hereafter give any
monu or propertr, or loan its money or credit, to or in aid
ot any tndividual, associatlon or corporation, or become, di-
rectivoor indirectly, the vwner of stock in or bonds of any
associartion or corporation, nor shall ooy such county, city,
towr or villuge be allowed to incur any indebtedness, except
for county, ¢ity, town o village purposes. This section
shall not prevent such county, city, town or village from making
such provision for the aid or support of its poor, as may be
authorized by law,

14
v
¥
i

ARTICLZ TX.
the capital of the common school fund, the capital of the
literature fund, and the capital of' the United States de-
posit tund, shall be respectively preserved inviolate .-
fhe revenue of the said common school fund shall be appiied
to the support of common schools: the revenuc of the said
iiterature tund shall be applied to the support of academies,
and the sum of twentyv-tive thousond dollars of the revenues
ot the United States deposit fund shall cach year be appro-
priated to and made part of the capital ot the said common
school tund,

SECTTON 1.

ARTICLE X,

SEUTION Lo <herifts, clerks of counties, including the Register and
Clerk of the city and county of New York, Coroners, and
District Attornevs, shall be chosen by the clectors of the
respective counties, once in cvery three years and as often
as vacancices shall happen,  Sheriffs shall hold no other
Sritee, il be dnebigible for the next throee yvears after
tho termination of their offices.  They may be required by
Paow o renew their security, from time to time; and in
Aot 0¥ piving such new security, their offices shall be
deemed vacant. But the county shall never be made respon-
sinrlo for the acts of the Sheritft,  The Governor may remove
afficer, in this scction mentioned, within the term for
Jdrich e shall have been elected; pivine to such officer a
ot the charpges apiinst bim, and an opportunity of be-
v heard in his defoense,
. SpesJd ot sounty officers whose election or appointment is not pro-
cpdesl tap by this Constitution, shall be elected by the elec-
the respective countics or appointed by the Boards of
“urervianrs, or other county authoritics, as the Legislature
3

Sy directs AL city, town and village olficers, whose clec-
Lian oor oappointment is onpot provided for by this Constitution,
shinll b elovted by the electors of such cities, towns and

© o sections 1 and PE oadded byovate o the peonte, Nov, 3, 18T
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villages, or of some division thercof, or appointed by such
authorities thercof, as the Legislature shall designate for
that purposc. All other officers, whose eleCtion or appoint-
ment is not provided for by this Constitution, and all officers
whose offices may hereafter be created by law, shall be elected
bv the people or appointed, as the Legislature may d:cect.

SEC. 3. When the duration of any office is not provided by this Con-
stitution, it may be declared by law, and if not so declared,
such office shall be held during the pleasurc of the author'ty
making the appointment. '

“ECL. 4. The time of electing all officers named in this article shall
be prescritbed by law.

StC. 5. The Legislature shall provide for filling vacancies in office,

and in case of elective officers, no person appointed to fill

a vacancy shall hold his office by virtue of such appointment

longer than the commencement of the political vear next suc-

ceeding the first-annual clection after the happening of the
vacancy. ‘ ;

SEC. 6. The political vear and Legislative term shall begin on the
first day of Januarv; and the Legislaturc shall, every vear,

assemble on the first Tuesday in January, unless a different
day shall be appointed by law. -

SEC. 7. Provision shall be made by law for the removal for misconduct

or mialversation in office of all officers except judicial whose

powers and dutics are not local or legislative and who shall

be elected at general clections, and also fof supplyving vacan-

cies created by such removal,

The Legislature may declare the cascs in which any office

shall be deemed vacant when no provision is made for that pur-

posce in this Constitution.

"sECo U0 No officer whose salary is fixed by the Constitution shall
receive any additional compensation. Each of the other State
officers named in the Constitution shall, during his contin-
uance in office, receive a compensation, to be fixed by law,
which shall not be increased or diminished during the term’
for which he shall have been clected or appointed; nor shall
he receive to his use, any fees or perquisites of office or
othur compensation.

(v

SEC.

ARTICLE 'XT.

SECTION I The militia of this State shall, at all times herecafter,
be armed and disciplined and in readiness for service; but
all such inhabitants o” .1s State of .any religious denomin-

ation whatever as from scruples of conscichce may be averse
. to bearing arms, shall be excused therefrom upon such con-
ditions as shall be prescribed by law.

SEEL. 20 Militia officers shull be chosen, or appointed as follows:
Saptains, subal crns, and non-commissioned officers shall be
chosen by the written votes of the members of their respective
companies.  Field officers of regiments and sCparate battalions
by the written votes of the commissioned officers of the re-
spective regiments and separate battalions; Brigadier-Generals

© osection O oadded by vote of the people, Nov. 3, 1874.

ol

O

ERIC - 74

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



ind Lrieade inspectors b the tield officers of their respec-
vive brivadesty Majorotenerals, Brivadicer-Generals and command-
inp oftreers Of repiments or separete battalions, shall appoint
rhe sraff orficers to their respective divisions, bricades,
cyiments Or Sepdrate battalions.

3. The tovernor shail nominate, and with the consent of the Senate
appoint all Major-Generals and the Commissary-general. The

ﬁdjutunt-ﬂcncrul and other Chiefs of stafrf depﬁrtments, and

the Aides-decamp of the Commander-in-Chief, shall be appointed

by the Governor, and their commissions shall expire with the

time for which the Governor shall have been elected. The

Commissarv-veneral shall hold his office for two ycars. le

shall give sgeurity for the taithful exccntion of the dutics

of his office in such manner and amount as shall be prescribed
by law. )

rhe Legislature shall, by law, direct the time and manner of

electing militia officers, and of certifying their elections

to the Goveérnor. ' |

5. The -ommissioned officers of ‘the militia shall be commicsioned
by the fiovernor; and no commissioned officer shall be removed
from oftfice, unless pyv the Senate on the recommendation of
the Governor, stating the grounds on which such removal is rec-
Cemended,  or by the decision of a court-martial, pursuant to
law, The present officers of the militia shall hold their
commissions subject to removal, as hefore proyided.

6 In casc the mode of election and appointment of militia officers
hereby directed, shall not be found conducive to the improve-
ment of the militia, the Legislature may uvolish the same, and
provide by law for their appointment and removal, if two-thirds
of the members present in -cach house shall concur therein.

FARTICLE XIT.

SECTioN 1. Members of the Legislature (and all officers, executive

O

ERIC

As amended by vete of the prople, Nov. 3, 1874,

and judicial, except such inferior officers as shall be
by law exempted) | shall, before they enter on the dutics

. of their respective offices, take and subscribe the follow-
ine oath or affippation: "t do so'ernly swear (or affirm)
shat [ will support the f‘onstitution of the United Statcs,
and the Constitutijon of the State of New York, and that I
will faithfully discharpe the duties ot the office of
e ..., according to the best of my ability;"
and all such officers who shall have been chosen at any
~lection shall, before they enter on the the dutics of
their respective offices, take and subscribe the oath or
arfirmation above prescrihcd, together with the following
addition thereto, as part therecof:

“and [ do further solemnty swear (o affirm) that T have
not direetly or jndirectly paid, offered or prenised to
P gl)nt.x'ilmto(l‘ or offcred or !)Z‘OmiSCd to cortribute,
any money or other valuable thing 45 a consideration or
reward for the giving or withholdine a vote at the election
Gt owhich 1 owas ejectod to said oftfice, and have not made
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any promise to o influence the giving or withholding any such
vate " und no other oath, declaration or test, shall be re-
auired asoa qualiCication for any office of public trust.

SRTTCLE XTHT

SECTION L. Any amendment or amendments to this Constitution may be pro-
posed in the Senate and Assemblv- and if the same shall be
avrecd to by a majority of the members clected to cach of
the two houses, such proposed amendment or amendments shall
le entered on their journals with the veas and navs taken
thercon, and referred to the Legislature to be chosen at
the next general clection of Senators, and shall be pub-
Lished for three months previous to the time of making
such choice, and if in the Legislature so next chosen, as
aforesaid, such proposed amendment or amendments shall be
agreed to by a majority of all the members elected to

i each house, then it shall be the duty of the Legislature to
submit such proposed amendment or amendments to the people,
in such manner and at such time as the Legislature shall
prescribe; and if the people shall approve and ratify such

- amenddment or amendments, by a najority of the electors quali-
fied to vote for members of the Legislature, voting thereon,
such amendment or amendments shall become part of the Con- ~&™
"stitution, ‘

SEC. 2. At the general clection to he held in the vear cighteen hundred
and sixty-six, and in each twentieth vear thereafter, and also
at such time as the Legislature may be law provide, the ques-
tion, "Shall there be a convention to revise the Constitution,

- and amend the same?"* shall be decided by the electors quali-
fied to vote for members of the Legislature; and in casc a
majority of the clectors so qualified, voting at such clection,
shall decide in favor of a convention for such purpose, the
Legislature at its next session shall provide by law for the
clection of delegates to such convention.

.

ARTICLE XIV.

__/\jﬁgTION 1. The first clection of Senators and Members of the Assembly,
pursuant to the provisions of this Constitution, shall be
held on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of November,
one thousand cight hundred and forty-seven. The Senators
and Members of Assembly who may be in office on the first
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and forty-scven,
shall told their offices until and including the thirty-
first day of December following, and no longer.

sk 20 The first clection of Governor and Licutenant-Governor under
this Constitution shall be held on the Tuesday succeeding the
first Monday of November, one thousand eight hundred and forty-
eight; and the Governor and Licutenant-Governor in office when
this Constitution shall take effect, shall hold their respec-
tive offices until and including the thirty-first day of Decem-
Fer of that vear. )

A convention, held in 1867, pursuant hereto, proposed a new constitu-

tion, which was voted upon in parts, in November, 1869, and rejected,

except article six (sections 1 to 27, iaclusive).
- 60
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socretiry L o state, Comnteoller, Troasurer, Attorney-
Soneral, District Atterneys, survevor-General, Canal Commis-
wioners and Inspectors of State Prisons, in office when this
Con<titution shall take effect, shall hold thejr respective
orfices until and including the thirtv-first day of December,
one thousand eicht hundred and fortyv-seyven, and no longer
The first election of Judpes and “lerk of the Court of Appeals,
Justices of the <upreme Court, and County Judges, shall take
pliace at such tipe between the first Tuesday of April and
Lh \Lvund faosday of June, one thousand cight hundred and
Forty-seven, as pmav be prescribed by Taw.  The said courts
?111 ruspwctivvly enter cpon their duties on the first Mondav
of Julv, next thereafter; but the term of office of said Judgcs,
Clerk and Justices as declared by this Constitution, shall be
deemed to commence on the first dav of January, one thousand
cight hundred and tortv-cight.
On the first Monday of July, one thousand ecight hundred and
fortv-seven, jurisdiction of all suits and proccedings then
nending in the present Supreme Court and Court of Chancery,
and all suits and proceedines originally commenced and then
pending in any Court of Common Pleas(except in the city and
county of New York), shall become vested in the Supreme Court
hereby established.  Proccedings pending in Courts of Common
Pleas. and in suits originally commenced in Justices' Courts,
sivtll be transterred to the County Courts provided for in this
Constitution, in such manner and “orm and under such regulations
1s shall be srovided by law.  The Courts of Over and Terminer
hereby established shali in their respective counties have
jurisdiction on and after the day last mentioned of all in-
dictments and procecedings then pending in the present Courts
of Over md Terminer, and also of all indictments and pro-
ceedings then pending in the present Courts of General Sessions
ot the Peace, <xcent in the city of New York and except in
cases of which the vourts of Sessions hereby cetablished may
lawfully take cognizance; and of such indictments and proceed-
inos the Courts of Sessions hereby c-tablished shall have.
jurisdiction on and after the day last mentioned.
The Chancellor.and the present Supreme Court shall, respectively,
hove the power to hear and determine any of such suits and
procecdings ready on the first ‘londay of July, onc thousand
cieht pundred and fortv-seven, for hearing or d0c1 ion, and
chall, for their scervices therein, be ontitled to th01r~pro-
sent rates of compensation until the first day of July, one

~thousand eivht hundred and fortv-cight, or until all such suits
Cand proceedings shall he sooner heard and determined. Masters

in Chancery mav continue to exercise the functions of his
office under the provisions of this Constitution. And the
Supreme Court hereby established shall also have power to hear
and «determine such of said suits and proceedings as may be )
prescribed by law.

[ case any vacaney shall ocour in the ottfice of Chancellor

or Justice of the present Supreme Court, previouslty to the
Firat day of Julv, one thousand cight hundred and forty-cight,
the Covernor may nominate, and by and with the advice and

77 |

(»1 V



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

pnsent of the Sepate, appoint a proper person to fill such

vacuncy . Any Judee of the Court of Appeals or Justice of the
supreme Court, clected under this Consritution, may receive and
hold such appointment.

SEC, 2. The offices of Chancellor, Justice of the existing Supreme
Court, Circuit Judge, Vice-Chancellor, Assistant Vice-Chancel-
lor. Judge of the existing Countv Courts of each county, Su-
preme Court Commissioner, Master in Chancery, lLixaminer in

. Chuancery, and Surrogate (cxcept as herein otherwise provided),

are abolished, from and after the first Monday of July, one
thousand cight hundred and fortv-seven. (1847).

SEC. 9. The Chancellor, the Justices of the present Supreme Court, and
the Circuit Judges, are hereby declared to be scverally eli-
gible to any office at the first election under this Consti-
tution.

SEC.10. Sheriffs, Clerks of Counties (including the Register and Clerk

"ot the City and County cof New York), and Justices of the Pcace,
and Coroners, in office when this Constitution shall take
effect, shall hold the*r respective offices until the expira-
tion of the term fo. which they were respectively elected.

SEC.1L. Judicial officers in office when this Constitution shall take
cffect may continue to receive such fees and perquisites of
office as are now authorized bv law, until the first day-of
July, onc thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, notwithstand-
ing the provisions of the twentieth section of the sixth
article of this Constitution. o

SEC.12. All local courts established in any city or village, including
the Superior Court, Common Pleas, Sessions and Surrogates'
Courts of the City and County of New York, shall remain, until
otherwise directed by the Legislature, with their present powers
and jurisdictions: and the Judges of such Courts and anyv clerks
thercof in office on the first day of January, onc thousand
cight hundred oud fortwe-seven, shall continue in office until
the expiration ot their terms of office, or until the Legis-
lature shall otherwise direct.

SEC. 13, This Constitution shall be in force from and including the

first day of January, onc thoausand cight hundred and forty-
seven, except as is herein otherwise provided.

FARTITCLE XV

SECTEN o Any person holding office under the laws of this State, who,
erwceptoin pavment of his legal salary, fees or perquisites;
Ahall reccive or consent 1o receive, directly or indirectiy,
anv thing of valuce or ot persenal advantage, or the promise
thereol, for pertforming or omitting to perform any official
act, or with the cxpress or implied understanding that his
of ticial action or omission to act is to .be in any degree
int'luenced therehby, shall be deemed guilty of a felony.
This section shall not affect the validity of any existitg
statute in relation to the offense of bribery.
SECL 20 Any person who shall ofter or promise a bribe to an officer,

it it shall be eived, shall be deemed guilty of o felony

-

Coarticle 15, added by vote of the people, Nov. 5, 1874,



and liable to punishment, cxcept as herein provided. No per-
<o offering a bribe shall, upon any prosccution of the officer
for roceiving such bribe, be privilesed from testifving in re-
lation thereto, and he shall not he liab'e to civil or criminal
nrosecntion therefor, if he shall testily to the giving or
oftfering of such bribe. Any person who shall offer or promisc
a bribe, if it be reiected by the officer to whom it is tender-
ed, shall be deemed guilty of an attempt to bribe, which is
Chereby declared to be a felony.

SEC. 3. Any person charged with receiving a bribe, or with offering
or promising a bribe, shall be permitted to testify in his
own behalf in any civil or criminal prosccution thercfor.

SEC. 4. Aanyv district attorney who shall fail faithfully to prosecute
a person charged with the violation in his county of any pro-
vision of this article which may come to his-knowledge, shall
be removed Srom office by the Governor, after due notice and
an opportunity of being heard in his defense. The cxpenses
which shall be incurred by any county, in investigating and
prosecuting any charge of bribery or attempting to bribe any
person holding officec under the laws of this State, within
such county, or of receiving hribes by any such person in said
county, shall be a charge against the State, and their payment
by the State shall be provided tor by law.

FARTICLE XVI. .

SECTION 1. All amendments to the Constitution shall be in force from
and including the first day of January succeeding the elec-
tion at which the same were adopted, except when otherwise
provided by such amendments.

Done, in Convention, at the Capitol in the city of Albany
the ninth day of October in the vear onc thousand ecight
hundred and forty-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the seventv-first,
In witness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names.
JOHN TRACY, President

L F BRI Teon Yo ‘. P L N A T
[ 2 S P N B I S R R PR N PN ) L)j IV ITAKEIR YRS J
. . f !

JAMES 1. STARBUCK, -
HoW. STRONG, fecretaries
FR, SEGER,

+

\rticle 16, added b vote of the people, Nov. 3, 1874,
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1860,

1869,

1869,

1872.

1873.

Poroa convention to consider and alten

Constitution. .. o i e
ALAINS . e e e
For amended Constitution...........vvu...
B I £ o
For amendment of section 3, of article

7, for speedy completion of canals.....
B £
For a convention to revise Constitu-

L
E 1 o T
For the amended “onstitution.............
Against. .. i i PR
For the amended Judiciary article........
ATAINSt . i e
For amendment of article 6, relating

to Commission of Appeals...............
ABAINSL . e
For appointment of Judges of Court

of Appeals and of Supreme Court........
AGAINS . o e
For appointment of Judges of county

and certain city courts........vvvun...
AGainst. oo e
For amendment of article 2...............
Against. i e e .
For amendment of article 3, scctions

1 to 8.
Against. .o i i e e
For amendment of article 3, sections

17 to 25, . i e
AgaiInst. o e
For amendment of article 4...............

AGaINSt. o i e e
For amendment of article 7......... ...,
B U 0
For amendment of article §,sections

B+ 2 T
B T I 0=
For amendment of article 8§, section 10...
EA N T 2
For amendment of article 10.... ... ... ...
AN I 1 OO PP
For amendment of article 12.... ... ..., ..
Aguinst.................:.. ................
For new article, 16, .. . . iy
ACHINSE . o
For new article, 16, . . . e n..
Against. oo o e e e

i}
'
g0

213,257
33,860
221,528
92,436

352,854
256,364
223,935
290,456
247,240
240,442

176,038
9,196

115,337
319,979

110,725
319,660
357,635
177,033

325,904
206,029

435,313

98,050
336,197
196,125
428,190
104,139

337,891
194,236
336,237
195,047
335,548
194,933
352,514
179,365
351,693
177,923
446,883

85,758



[Future constitutional conventions; how called; clection of
delegates; compensation; quorum; sutmission of amendments;
ot ficers:; eaplovees; rules; vacancies. |

2. At the general clection to be held in the yeur nincteen
hundred i fty-seven, and cvery twenticth vear thercafter, and
also at such times as the legislature may by law provide, the
question "Shall there be a convention to revisce the constitution
and amend the same?' shall be submitted to and decided by the
clectors of the state; and in case a majority of the clectors
veting thercon shall decide in favor of a convention for such
purposc, the electors of every scnate district of the state,
as then organized, shall clect three delegates at the next en-
suing general elcection, and the electors of the state voting
at the same election shall eclect fifteen delegates-at-large.

The dclcgatcs so clected shall convene at the capitol on the

first Tuesday of April next ensuing after their ele cction, and
shall continue their session until the business of such convcntion
shall have been completed. ... Any proposed constitution or
constitutional amendment which shall have been adopted by such
convention, shall be submitted to 2 vote of the clectors of

the state at the time and in the manner provided by such con-
vention, at an clection which shall be held not less than six
weeks after the adjournment of such convention. Upon the

approval of such constitution or constitutional amendment, in

the manner provided in the last nreceding section, such constitu-
tion or constitutional amendment, shall go into effect on the
First day of January next after such approval.

{From The Constitution of the State of New York, As Amended and in

Force January 1, 1974.) _ + pp

Who should serve as delegates?

Cons1der1ng the authority upon which a constitutional convention
is convened, what kinds of people should be delegates to such a
meeting? How should delegates be chosen?

To what degree will political parties play roles in a const1tu-
t1ona1 convention?

- The paragraph omitted from the quotat1on, above, included pro-
vision for paying the delegates. Why is it important that this
service not be left to volunteers?

What changes should be made?

- If a constitution is seen as a document limiting the powers of
the government for which it is constructed, what kinds of limita-
tions are needed in a new constitution, which are not provided
for at the present time?

- [f a constitution is intended to distribute governing powers among
several levels of government, what additional powers might the
local governments request? What local buraens might cities and/or
counties ask to have assumed by the State?

A constitution provides the machinery for running the government,
that is, provisions for voting, selection of officials, the law
making procedures, etc. What mechanical procedures presently
found in the State constitution need to be streamlined?

ERIC 81

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



dhat. Find of qovernment should New York State have?

- List the purposes of the State government in this present day.

- tor each purpose, write a statement that describes how the
quovernment would reflect that purpose. ‘ -

- Lan these statements be considered das limitations on the power of
the State, or specific statements reflecting the mechanics of
how tne” qovernment operates? .

- If your statements of purpose do not fit in the above categories,
write a preamble which contains them. '
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